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ind& heart
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH COLLEGE PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
APRIL 2007
Along with some other Presbyterian college presidents, I had a chance last week to attend the Disney Institute. I got some good ideas. The Disney presenters held up
their company as the consummate workplace. What's not to like when you're working alongside Snow White and Goofy? I have to admit, however, that at times the
Disney workplace sounded like a cross between Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood and North Korea; the work culture seemed to be one of fiercely programmed employee
happiness — a little too utopian to be true. As I sat down to write this, it struck me that if everything you knew about Whitworth came from the M&H, you wouldn't
have the whole picture, either. Sometimes Whitworth is hard. Sometimes growth is hard. Allowing space for both good and bad decisions gets you.. .well, good and
bad decisions. For many of us on campus, March was painful. In this climate where we prize community, we had more than our share of interpersonal tension. And
it hurt. In a sermon I gave on the fourth Sunday of Lent, I referred to the zealous Bible teacher who volunteered to follow Jesus. Basically, Jesus said, "Slow down;
following is hard." It's true, most good things are hard. I think Whitworth is a great place — better than it would be if we tried to take "hard" out of it. We all fail,
we seek forgiveness, and we grow. We believe in redemption. We believe in Easter. I hope your Easter is filled with resurrection joy.
ACADEMICS
Many of our students are mentors because they take seriously their mem-
bership in the "to whom much is given" group. This year, students have been
involved in a service-learning course that takes them into the Spokane com-
munity to serve at-risk children and youth. Betty Williams (Education/Academic
Affairs) has facilitated student mentoring through Project Move, which involves
guiding teenagers with disabilities through the transition from high school to
work, and Homework Helpers, which provides tutoring to low-income children.
Deanna Ojennus and Drew Budner (Chemistry) and student mentors have hosted
chemistry students from local high schools on campus, and have presented a
chemistry magic show at a local elementary school.
Laurie Lamon (English) received the high honor of being one of only two poets
selected by U.S. Poet Laureate Donald Hall for the $10,000 Witter Bynner
Fellowship. Laurie was invited to read her poems at the Library of Congress on
March 29. Hall said, "Lamon is an exquisite writer of lyrics, writing a musical
poetry that is delicate and pure."
As a part of our emphasis on helping students understand vocation, faculty
members Benjamin Brody (Music), Bendi Schrambach (Modern Languages),
and Jolene Fisher (Kinesiology) attended the Vocations of the Christian
Professor workshop and presented, at the teaching roundtable, some ways in
which they integrate faith and learning in their classrooms. Freshmen in Ben's
seminar discussed the vocation of the Christian musician, using J. S. Bach as
an example; Bendi's students read scripture in French and taught French at a
local elementary school; and Jolene's students examined the impact of their
worldview on their response in emergency situations. Ben was in a good mood,
having just defended his dissertation, "The Choral Music of George Frederick
McKay (1899-1970)," at the University of Washington. Good job, Dr. Brody!
And congratulations, too, to Dr. Nadine Chapman (English), who successfully
defended her dissertation last month at Gonzaga University!
The Chicago Center for Urban Life & Culture has selected Jim Waller
(Psychology/Lindaman Chair) as the recipient of a First Voice Humanitarian
Award. Jim collaborates with the center on his Prejudice Across America study
program, which gives Whitworth students first-hand exposure to the sites and
influences of racism along with efforts to bring about racial reconciliation.
Great Decisions features speakers who focus on current political, cultural
and economic topics. Last month, Shahrzad Saderi, a native of Iran, presented
"The New, Modem Iran." Saderi leads communication training, facilitates
strategic planning, and assists governments and businesses in maximizing
working relationships between staff and management. And Ruth Callanta
spoke on "Christian Micro-Enterprise: The New Model for Aid in Developing
Countries — A Philippine Perspective." In 1992, Callanta founded the Center
for Community Transformation, a Christian development organization in the
Philippines that serves the poor through holistic, integrated, sustainable com-
munity- and church-based interventions.
The fifth annual Spokane Intercollegiate Research Conference will be
held April 27-28, with more than 100 Whitworth scholars, as well as students
from Gonzaga and E.W.U., presenting. The number of participants has doubled
since the conference began in 2003. Janis McLarren Caldwell, '80, faculty member
at U.C. Santa Barbara, will provide the keynote address. I love this conference.
Students reach amazing levels of scholarly sophistication.
The Whitworth Summer Jazz Camp will take place June 17-21 on our campus.
High-school-age students can swing with the kings (and queens) as they learn
from our faculty and improve their jazz playing (big band, improvisation, combos,
history, and jazz theory). You'll find the camp brochure and application online
at www.whitworth.edu/jazzensemble.
The always-superb Whitworth Choir's spring home concert will be held Sunday,
April 15, at 3 p.m., at St. Augustine Catholic Church, 428 W. 19th Ave.
ENROLLMENT
I'm always banging on rankings, so it is with immense hypocrisy that I report
the fact that Whitworth is recognized in the April issue of Kiplinger's Personal
Finance magazine as one of the country's top 50 best values in private uni-
versities. And now that I've sold out, let me also mention that we're one place
above my hometown school — The University of Chicago. Oh sure, they're not
a bad university, what with a couple hundred Nobel Laureates on their faculty.
But who am Ito argue with those fine magazine rankings? So check the April
issue of Kiplinger's; the rankings are also available online at www.kiplinger.
com/tools/privatecolleges.
Whitworth's enrollment-deposit deadline for fall 2007 entering freshmen is
May 1. This $350 deposit reserves a place in the freshman class and also initiates
the choice of residence halls and dining-hall meal plans. In recent years we've had
some students who were very disappointed because they missed the deadline.
Because we've received more than 5,000 fall 2007 applications for a class of
485 freshmen, we have not been able to offer admission to every qualified ap-
plicant. We will, however, have some room on campus after fall term (due to a
spring-semester study-abroad program and the fact that some students graduate
after fall). So we have offered spring admission to a select number of promising
fall 2007 freshman applicants.
The Whitworth Financial Aid Office has sent out awards to all NEW fresh-
men and transfer students who applied by March 1. If you know a student who
is planning to start at Whitworth this fall and has filed a FAFSA but has not yet
heard from the financial-aid office, please have him or her give the office a call at
800.533.4668. Also, the financial-aid office will send out renewal-award notifica-
tions for 2007-08 to current students via e-mail in May and June. The priority
deadline for filing the FAFSA is May 1. Merit scholarships will automatically be
renewed for students who continue to qualify for them.
STUDENT LIFE
March began with a week-long missions fair that included lectures and work-
shops designed to help students understand how they might answer God's call
in the mission field. Then there was some weird version of the dating game that
sounded like fun, at least the part I heard. And, of course, March means Arend
Hall's annual Green with Envy Dance, where roommates set each other up
with surprise dates. Maybe we should combine these three events into a Green
with Envy Missions Dating Game, in which roommates fix each other up with
surprise missions trips. Probably not. Everyone enjoyed the "Whitworth's Got
Talent" competition, where students had a chance to reveal their hidden talents
in order to win a cash prize of $250. There were also several first-time events
this month. Intramurals put on The Triathlite, a mini-triathlon competition,
and ASWC sponsored the first-ever faculty-vs.-seniors dodgeball game. (There
seems to be some dispute over who won.) Finally, the month ended with Spring
Break, which included the SERVE missions trip to Mexico and Outdoor Rec's
whitewater-rafting trip in Utah.
The Whitworthian won third place for best overall non-daily student news-
paper in the Society of Professional Journalists' Mark of Excellence Awards for
region 10. Jessica Davis, Luis Lopez and Jessica Kauhi won a second-place award
for in-depth reporting for their series of articles about students who do not come
to Whitworth.
Please check out our students' Relay For Life website, www.acsevents.org/
relay/wa/whitworth. This great event, on April 20-21, brings our community
together to help support the American Cancer Society and its lifesaving mission.
Whitworth Relay for Life raised more than $7,000 in its first year and $12,500 in
its second. Our goal this year is $15,000.
RESOURCES
Due to the extraordinary generosity of two wonderful people and the help of
many others, this past weekend we cut the ribbon on our new tennis bubble.
It covers three of the six new courts, and everything about it is just amazing. I
have played in quite a few bubbles, but this is by far the best I've seen. We are
so grateful. We also sold a bunch of dirt from the lower 40, and that left us level
space we can convert into a huge all-purpose field. Ed Kelly and Ray Peron have
worked hard, creatively and well on these two projects.
ATHLETICS
The Whitworth golf teams are preparing for the 2007 NWC championships.
The Pirate men are two-time defending champs, and Andrew Parrott returns as
the NWC championship medalist with Jordan Carter as an All-NWC selection.
Whitworth will compete at the Spring Classic, which counts for one-quarter of
the total championship, before teeing off at the NWC men's tournament later
this month. The women's team has shown great improvement this spring. Alicia
Bratlien, Rachel Dubes, 'Crystal Pitkonen and Mariesa Stombaugh have finished
second in their last two tournaments. The Pirates will also play in the Spring
Classic prior to competing in the NWC women's tournament.
The track & field teams are off to a great start. Before getting into full-on
outdoor mode, Brandon Howell and Cody Stelzer went back to Indiana to com-
pete at the NCAA Division III Indoor Championships. Cody tied a lifetime best
mark to finish sixth in the high jump and to become Whitworth's first indoor
A l I-American. Brandon sufferecLa collision with another n inner during his he_at
in the 800 and did not advance to the final. Ben Spaun has already qualified
provisionally for the DIII outdoor championships in the decathlon, and Kristen
Dormaier is very close to qualifying in the heptathlon.
Tennis returned from Spring Break in Hilton Head, S.C., in time for the
men to beat George Fox 8-1 in the inaugural match in the bubble. The NWC
championships are April 20-21 in Yakima. The Pirate women looked strong during
the break, with Betsy Johnson going 8-4 in singles matches, while on the men's
side Ed Anegon and Scott Donnell posted a string of doubles wins.
The softball team is ranked nationally for the first time in its 10-year history.
The Pirates are 13-3 and ranked 23rd after their trip to California to play five
games against teams that appeared in last year's NCAA tournament. Heather
Case leads the team in batting average (.404) and doubles (5). Jessie LaPlante
is off to an 8-0 record as a starting pitcher, with a 1.69 ERA.
The baseball team stands at 7-14 overall and 5-7 in the NWC. Van Lierman
leads the team in batting average (333), runs scored (20) and stolen bases (10-11).
Ryan Snell has been named NWC Pitcher of the Week twice this season. The Pirates
have a chance during April to build a winning streak to get back above .500.
Finally, a trio of Whitworth swimmers went to the NCAA championships
in Texas. Samantha Kephart battled through a back injury this season to post
another strong showing. Though she could not quite defend her national titles
in the butterfly races, she did finish second in the 100 and third in the 200. She
also scored in the 50 freestyle. Natalie Turner was an All-American in the 200
and 1,650 freestyles and just missed in the 500 free. The pair combined to score
69 points, giving Whitworth a 14th-place finish in the meet. David Dolphay
competed for the Whitworth men, but did not score in his three events.
ALUMNI
If you haven't seen Arena Football (or even if you have), now's the time.
Join us at the arena April 21 at 5 p. m. for Alumni Night at the Spokane
Shock. We have a block of seats in the upper deck for $5 each; order tickets
at www.whitworth.edu/alumnievents.
Enjoy fellow alums, memorable campus activities and great food at Alumni
Family Weekend June 22-24. Brochures are in the mail and online registration
is available at www.whitworth.eduffamilyweekend.
MISCELLANEOUS
The Whitworth Hawaiian Club will share Hawaiian-style food and culture
during the club's 37th annual lu'au, on Saturday, April 14. This year's theme is
Changes in Music. The menu includes kalua pork, macaroni salad, poi, chicken
long rice and pineapple. The entertainment will feature 11 dances, including
hula accompanied by both old and new music styles. Join us in the fieldhouse for
dinner at 5 p.m. and entertainment at 7 p.m. Admission is $15 ($13 for Whitworth
students with ID; free for children 5 and under). Tickets can be purchased at the
information desk in the HUB. For information, call 509.777.3796.
After a one-year retooling hiatus, the Pirate Night Dinner and Auction will
return Friday, Sept. 28. The event benefits Whitworth Athletics and allows us
to fulfill the equipment and Ecility needs of our teams. if you could contribute an
item to the auction (part of a vacation package, art, a service, sports collectibles)
we would be thrilled. Please contact Pirate Night Procurement Chair Tia Rupe
at rupesters@comcast.net.
Whitworth students will display their works in the junior art exhibit, NOX,
April 3-20 in the Koehler Gallery, Whitworth Fine Arts Building. The gallery is
open Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturdays. Admission
is free. For more information, please call 509.777.3258.
Whitworth invites you to its 32nd annual Institute of Ministry, July 9-13.
Speakers include acclaimed theologians and educators Eugene Peterson, Roberta
Hestenes, and Earl Palmer. You may learn more about the institute and register
online at www.whitworth.edu/wim or by phone at 509.777.4345. (Register before
May 1 and receive a discount!)
This past Saturday we had softball, tennis, baseball and track all playing on
campus. This meant, of course, that I cruised around in our luxury stretch golf
cart (thank you, Frank Knott). Okay, I had a few small mishaps: ran over a couple
folks, banged into this and that —but I didn't activate the airbag. Anyway, it was a
full day of watching students.. .and those are the best days at Whitworth. Thank
you for enabling us to be coaches and front-row admirers of the extraordinary
growth we see in the lives of our students.
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AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
DECEMBER 2007
Students are good at a lot of things. Waiting isn't one of them. If they get into a situation requiring them to wait more than a few seconds, they crank out 30 or 40
text messages. They dwell in an instant world. Advent reminds us that there is more to waiting than punching out a message. We hear the psalmist: "My soul waits
for the Lord, as the watchmen wait for the morning...." Even when the outcome is sure, we watch and wait. Our students would benefit from softening the timelines
that drive them. I suppose that's easy for me to say when I'm not staring at an unforgiving syllabus. But waiting tones our faith. It points us toward God's faithfulness.
My Advent prayer this year is that our students will wait well, and that the words of God's promises will be their most important text messages. Our souls wait for
the Light of day, and it never fails to arrive. May that Light shine brightly at Whitworth in this season of promise.
ACADEMICS •
Arlin Migliazzo (History) has just published To Make This Land Our Home:
Community, Identity, and Cultural Adaptation in Purrysburg Township&
South Carolina, 1732-1865 (University of South Carolina Press). We find
this publication very important for three reasons. First, it is the result of several
decades of scholarly work. Second, the book examines brilliantly an ethnically
diverse community of European settlers on the southern frontier of the American
colonies. Lawrence S. Rowlands, past president of the South Carolina Historical
Society, describes the book as "one of the most comprehensive studies done of
any community on the southern frontier." Third, this tour de force was enabled
by Whitworth's academic culture, which recognizes research quality and depth,
not simply the number of one's publications. Arlin's work will, as Rowlands notes
in the book's foreword, "stand for generations." Congratulations, Arlin!
Our faculty has been active this semester. Here are a few examples:
• In September, John Yoder (Political Science) served on an observation team
including African, European and American diplomats, government officials
and scholars, monitoring presidential elections in Sierra Leone.
• Two new faculty members in the School of Education, Roberta Wilburn
and Dana Stevens, addressed the International Teacher Training Project
Symposium.
• Alan Mikkelson, '00, (Communication Studies) presented a paper, "Dif-
ferential Solicitude of Social Support in Different Types of Adult Sibling
Relationships," to the National Communication Association.
• Nancy Bunker (Library) spoke on "Groundbreaking Faith: Three Women Pastors
in 19th-Century Washington State," to the Western History Association.
• Karin Heller (Theology) delivered "The Music of Messiaen: An Inspiration
for Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger's Renewal of Liturgy in the Wake of the
Second Vatican Council," to the Messiaen: The Theologian Conference.
• Scott Miller (Music) performed at the National Convention of the College
Music Society.
Three of our faculty are engaged in sabbatical research this fall. Jim Hunt (His-
tory) is researching a book on John Muir's 1,000-mile walk. Scott Kolbo (Art) is
creating art, as well as studying new techniques for non-toxic printmaking. Ann
Teberg (Education) is evaluating programs of early literacy development.
How great is it that Jack Burns' Leadership 350 students are changing
lives in Honduras! Funds they raised this fall enabled the land purchase for
a crafts store in a rural community. Kit Flowers, director of Christian Vet-
erinary Mission, reports, "For the families, it is the first thing they have ever
owned themselves. They are proud of their new building, and of their land
ownership. But most important, they now have a permanent place to sell their
handicrafts...nobody can move them out or chase them away. Thank you for
making this possible for them."
Jennifer Johnston, '09, is one of three students nationally to be awarded
an American Indian Science and Engineering Society scholarship. AISES
awards scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students who are majoring
in mathematics, science or engineering and are of American Indian or Alaska
Native heritage. Kudos, Jennifer!
And speaking of student leaders, David Howell, '08, was elected student presi-
dent of the Northwest Athletic Trainers Association for District 10 (Alaska,
Oregon, Montana, Washington, Idaho and three Canadian provinces).
We may have been passed over for the Rose Bowl, but we did compete in the
Ethics Bowl. Our team placed fourth at the Northwest Regional Ethics Bowl,
held Nov. 10. The team was composed of Chris Caldwell, '09 (Communications),
Mary Rupert, '09 (Marketing), Daniel Griffin, '08 (Philosophy), Joni Merrill,
'08 (Journalism), and Tracey Brown, '08 (Journalism). The team, coached by
professors Mike Ingram (Communications) and Keith Wyma (Philosophy),
reached the final four for the fifth time in six years.
In November, the Whitworth Political Action Club organized a series
of campus events focusing on national, state and community issues. The
highlight of this series took place Nov. 1, when Washington Secretary of State
Sam Reed spoke to a large audience about the state's electoral system. I found it
especially interesting when he spoke of his role in the 2004 gubernatorial race
in which Christine Gregoire (D) defeated Dino Rossi (R) by a handful of votes
after two legally mandated recounts overseen by Reed. Our political science
department also benefited from a campus visit by Michael Brintnall, executive
director of the American Political Science Association. He spent the morning
with political-science students in the Senior Seminar class, he commended the
department on the close relationships between students and faculty, and he was
impressed with the research our students are conducting. And speaking of excel-
lent political-science research, Karin Holsinger Sherman, '97, just published a
superbly written book in which she analyzes the work of James Douglass and his
explorations of nonviolence and Christian discipleship. The book, A Question of
Being: The Integration of Resistance and Contemplation in James Douglass' Theology
of Nonviolence (Wipf and Stock Publishers), includes Douglass' forceful argument
for the integration of contemplation and resistance, theology and cultural critique,
spirituality and prophetic involvement.
In November, we joined a group of local pastors in hosting a dialogue between
the mainline church and the emergent church. Representing the latter were
Tony Jones, national coordinator, Emergent Village; John Franke, professor of
theology, Biblical Seminary, Hatfield, Penn.; Doug Pagitt, pastor, Solomon's
Porch, Minneapolis; and Karen Ward, pastor, Church of the Apostles, Seattle.
I found the sessions very encouraging. I would probably survive as a member of
the Solomon's Porch emergent church for about 45 minutes, but I would leave
feeling great about the way Christ's gospel is reaching people who are SO not
me. Clearly, there is much we can learn from each other.
ENROLLMENT
Our admissions folks report that we are on pace to equal or exceed last year's
record-breaking total of more than 5,000 applications. Our excitement is every
bit as great when a student applies today as it was when we had one-fourth the
number of applications we have now. The day we cease to feel honored that a student
would apply to study in our community is the day we should change jobs.
STUDENT LIFE
November ended on a high note with the many musical gifts of students involved
in Warren Peace, the annual concert/fund-raiser for Warren Hall. Now we
begin the last programs of the semester, starting with a full-contact dodgeball
tournament that is raising money for the Christian Veterinary Mission and for
Kanikapila, a Christmas festival featuring both authentic island food and dancing
by our talented Hawaiian students and friends. Tomorrow (I'm writing this in
the wee hours after the Sunday-morning Christmas concert in Seattle), Bonnie
and I will staff the punchbowl at the President's Annual Christmas Reception,
which will feature amazing delicacies. Next week will also include the formal
Senior Class Christmas Dinner, a Caribbean Christmas celebration featuring
the steel-drum stylings of student Obe Quarless, and, finally, the Whitworth
Women's Auxiliary's bake sale and art fair, another event the campus can't wait
to "consume." All these events will fatten up the students for finals!
Here's some Christmas advice from Scott Donnell, ASWIJ president: Parents,
keep old traditions alive, send cookies, and don't even think about getting a fake
tree this year.
RESOURCES
Thank you so much for making this time of year one in which you stuff not
only turkeys and stockings, but also those little gift envelopes we sent with the
November Mind & Heart. I hope 2007 has been such a great year for you that
you will benefit from making a tax-deductible gift. We would surely benefit from
receiving one. December is our single biggest month for giving each year. Visit
www.whitworth.edu/give or call the advancement office at 800.532.4668 to make
a gift. Thanks again for your very generous support of the Whitworth mission
Some of you graduates who remember fondly the crazed loyalty with which you
defended your residence halls in dorm competitions might be asking yourselves,
"How cool would life be if generations of Whitworth students screamed pledges of
loyalty to a hall named after.. .well, me?" Apply now! Send a statement of 50 words
or fewer telling us why your name should grace the 190-bed hall we're building
next year. You'll also want to be sure to include the $5.5 million application fee.
If you want an example of how freshman students might represent you in Mock
Rock 50 years from now, go to www.whitworth.edu/mhdec07.
The Lied Art Center is taking on a beautiful frame. Not only will this building
be the home of wonderful art; it will have an artistic appearance. And right now
the building's outline and the rest of the campus enjoy the softness of a snowy
white blanket — something you really need in order to do Christmas right.
ATHLETICS
The women's basketball team is off to a 2-2 start, and the Pirates are showing
promise. Junior Tiffany Corigliano and sophomore Natalie Orrell lead the team
in scoring, and freshman Courtney Gaddis has been strong off the bench for the
Bucs, as well. Whitworth will conclude non-conference play during December
with a home game against Eastern Oregon sandwiched between a couple of
two-game trips, to Tacoma and Montana.
Men's basketball defends its Northwest Conference title with four new start-
a 4-1 record, capped by a 35-point victory over the University of Redlands to
win the Lee Fulmer Tournament in L.A. Whitworth will have senior leadership
from forwards Ryan Symes and Collin Willemsen. And freshman David Riley
has already broken the single-game school record for three pointers, with eight
against Caltech. David's dad, Ed Riley, Ph.D., '80, was also a Pirate athlete.
Women's swimming has been unstoppable. The Pirates have won all their meets
(6-0 overall, 4-0 NWC), including one over NCAA Div. II Seattle University
(soon to be Div. I). Sophomore Natalie Turner and senior Samantha Kephart
have already posted NCAA provisional qualifying times this fall.
Men's swimming (5-1 overall, 4-0 NWC) recently extended its Northwest
Conference dual-meet win streak to 53. Fifty-three! The Pirate men are un-
beaten over the last eight-and-a-half seasons of NWC dual meets, and the team
has won seven NWC titles during that period. Senior David Dolphay continues
to dominate the distance events, and freshman Michael Woodward has made
an immediate impact with several conference-leading times.
Women's soccer wrapped up its most successful season ever with an 18-3
record and advancement to the second round of the NCAA tournament. Jael
Hagerott, Greta Thibodeau, Kelly Baker and Kaylyn Plumb were named to the
first team All-NWC. Thibodeau led the NWC in assists, and Hagerott gradu-
ates as Whitworth's all-time assists leader, with 30. She was recently named a
third-team Academic All-American for the second straight season.
Men's soccer won its third NWC title since 2003 and finished 15-4-1. With
a dramatic come-from-behind overtime win over Gustavus Adolphus College
(a match that the Whitworth community watched live in the teaching theater)
in the NCAA Division III tournament, Whitworth remains unbeaten in four
first-round appearances there. Skye Henderson, Matt Friesen, Brett Kagawa, Scott
Barnum and Keith Kirsch were named to the All-NWC first team.
Sean Bushey was named NWC Coach of the Year for both men's and women's
soccer by his peers within the conference. That is an amazing honor!
Jay Tully, a four-year starter for the Whitworth football team, has been selected
to play in the Aztec Bowl, an annual showcase that pits an NCAA Div. Ill all-star
team against the best college players from Mexico. The game is held in Mexico
every year, and Tully is the fourth Pirate to be selected to participate.
Sophomore Dusty Caseria and freshman Nick Gallagher competed in the
2007 NCAA Div. III cross-country championships. Caseria finished in 216th
place and Gallagher took 219th as the pair gained valuable experience while
competing against the nation's best at the DIII level.
ALUMNI
Whitworth will host two alumni weekends in 2008. The classes of 1958 and
1948 will celebrate their 50th and 60th reunions during Commencement Weekend
next May 17-18. All alumni from 1957 or earlier are invited to the festivities. The
classes of 1998 and 1988 will celebrate their 10th and 20th reunions, along with
art department alumni, during Homecoming Weekend, Oct. 3-5. All alumni
are invited back to campus for football, the grand opening of the new Lied Art
Center, and other great events.
Alumni can enjoy free Pirate basketball from Jan. 11 to Feb. 2. We will still
hold our annual Alumni Night at the Fieldhouse (free admission, snacks, and
door prizes) on Jan. 26, when the Bucs take on George Fox at 6 and 8 p.m. But all
other home games (Jan. 11, 12 & 27, and Feb. 1 & 2) are also free to alumni and
their families. Start times and matchups are available on the athletics website.
Registration continues for alumni, parents and friends to join the Core 650
study tour of Turkey with Theology Professor Jim Edwards, '67. From June
11-24, 2008, the group will explore St. Paul's pioneering pathways. More details
are available at www.whitworth.eduiturkey08, and space is limited.
Last night's opening Christmas concert, Journey to Bethlehem, stirred many
memories. It was my 15th opening concert. I ran across one choir alum who
complimented me for remembering his name. I also remembered the concert
where he forgot his pants, which might be why I remembered his name. All of us
who joined the student-musicians in worship remembered Christmas days of our
childhood. And, of course, the music reminded us of the Christ child — gentle
and kingly, beautiful and resolute. In this spirit, those of us at Whitworth hope
for you, your families and our world the blessings and peace of the Savior who
journeyed to Bethlehem.
indeart
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH COLLEGE PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
FEBRUARY 2007
In February we host Career Week festivities. I used to joke about how students didn't let thoughts about trivial matters like making a living interfere with their
college lives. No more. Over the past five years, an extraordinarily generous grant from the Lilly Endowment has allowed us to make vocation a major emphasis
in the lives of our students. As a community we have helped students find the gifts and passions around which they can build meaningful careers. But we have
also listened for the call that God issues to us all. For Christmas, my daughter gave me a book of Frederick Buechner's sermons. I'm a big fan of Buechner, so I
have been rationing the sermons, one per day. Last night I read one that claimed we all carry a commission to bring gladness into whatever we do. It is Buechner
who defined vocation as "the place where your heart's deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet." But in this sermon he calls for gladness not only in our
specific vocations but in all of life. This means reflecting Christ's light in all the places where we live. Maybe during this Career Week we can add a chapter on
gladness to the seminars on résumé-building and interviewing: "And so, Ms. Parker, what will you bring to this job?" "Gladness. I will bring gladness." Very
powerful. Thanks to the many of you who have gladdened our hearts through your kindness and prayers.
ACADEMICS
We look forward to Heritage Week, Feb. 8-16, as we celebrate Whitworth
and the health sciences. Stan Borg, '82, M.D., will provide the keynote speech.
Stan is vice president and chief medical officer for Blue Cross/Blue Shield of
Illinois. The week will also feature an exhibit, "Communities in Crisis," by
Gordon Wilson (Art). These mixed-media works were inspired by Gordon's
time in New Orleans during January 2006. You can find the entire Heritage
Week schedule at www.whitworth.edu/heritageweek.
Jan Term concluded with reports of great experiences around the world and
on campus. I heard from students in India, Turkey, Scotland and Italy — and at
Mt. Spokane (for the ever-popular skiing course). Spring semester also offers
rich learning opportunities. In a few days we will send 19 students to France for
a spring-semester study program. They'll be accompanied by the tag team of
Carol Smucker (French) and Mike Ingram (Communication Studies/Academic
Affairs), and then by Gordon Wilson (Art). Over the term, classroom sites in-
clude Alsace, Paris, Normandy and Nice. One of our academic objectives is to
help students form global perspectives of 21st-century life. These other-culture
opportunities contribute richly to the achievement of that objective.
Faculty began the spring term with the second annual Scholarship Celebra-
tion Luncheon, aka Food for Thought. This event celebrates the breadth and
depth of our faculty's scholarly work. Last year, 78 faculty members engaged in
scholarship that was published, presented or both. You can read the entire list
of their good work on our website at www.whitworth.eduffacultyscholarship.
Outreach and learning form many intersections at Whitworth College.
• Deanna Ojennus (Chemistry) oversaw a group of eight chemistry majors
who developed chemistry exercises for 10th-graders involved in math,
engineering, and science achievement through MESA, an enrichment
program for disadvantaged students. Last month, 26 of those students came
to campus and performed experiments under the Whitworth students'
supervision. Three more groups of MESA students will visit this month
to perform similar experiments in our labs.
• Keith Kelley (Service Learning) received his third grant from the Bonner
Leaders Program, which provides funding for students with leadership
potential to work in area nonprofits. In addition, an award from Princeton
University's Learn and Serve Grant will provide funding to train faculty
to develop service-learning components for their courses.
• The Spokane Spokesman-Review recognized Tatyana Bistrevsky, '07, as
an "Uncommoner" for exemplary citizenship. Moving here from Ukraine
with no English-language background, Tatyana attended language classes,
earned her associate of arts degree, and is now in our continuing studies
program. The Review said, "Bistrevsky is the Uncommoner in the citizen-
volunteer category because she is never really off the clock when it comes
to translating her (Slavic) culture to the mainstream — and vice versa. The
Spokane Regional Health District has relied on Bistrevsky's volunteer work
to translate and distribute important health warnings!'
• Last month, Whitworth hosted a summit for 50 leaders from around the
state to study our innovative Act Six Leadership and Scholarship Program,
which promotes college access for first-generation urban students and has
been piloted at Whitworth with remarkable success.
Spokane's hosting of the U.S. National Figure Skating Championships pro-
duced record-breaking crowds and particularly healthy skaters. Our students
supported the event while they were enrolled in the Jan Term Figure-Skating
Injuries course for current athletic trainers. They field-studied figure-skating
medical issues, skating injuries, skating equipment, the biomechanics of figure
skating, and the psychology of skaters. Russ Richardson, our director of athletic
training, and Eastern Washington University's Jeff Kawaguchi worked alongside
the Group Health medical team providing coverage for the event. What a cool
service-learning project!
ENROLLMENT
We've received more than 4,000 freshman applications for fall 2007. Due to
the size of this pool, we've had to place more than 500 students on our wait-
ing list. These well-qualified students will be notified of their admission status
by the end of March. Because our deposits have not risen proportionally, we
believe that a significant factor in this 80-percent increase in applications is
the fact that high-school seniors are expanding the number of schools to which
they apply. So I think it is very likely we will accept students from the wait list.
The application deadline for freshmen is March 1, and the deadline for transfer
students is July 1.
The Whitworth Financial Aid Office is beginning to review files for new fresh-
men and transfer students for the 2007-08 academic year. New students who have
applied by the March 1 deadline will begin receiving their financial-aid awards
in March. Continuing students who meet the May 1 deadline for submitting the
renewal FAFSA (www.fafsa.ed.gov) will receive their awards in May and June
electronically. The deadline for continuing students applying for summer aid (which
is very limited) is March 1. Merit scholarships are automatically renewed.
STUDENT LIFE
February begins with a bang at the Black Student Union's annual Gospel
Explosion. And as I mentioned, this is also the month in which we work with our
students on job searches and other career activities. Students will also be delighted
to hear four local up-and-coming live bands and the group Raining Jane, evidently
a Whitworth favorite. I'm not sure if "raining" (in this case) is an adjective or a
gerund, but if I'm free, I definitely want to see Jane rain. Finally, believe it or not,
student life will begin the hiring process for next year's student leaders.
RESOURCES
Thank you so much for making December a great month for The Whitworth
Fund. January has also come in above average. At this point in the fiscal year,
your giving to The Whitworth Fund is ahead of nearly all previous years (which
is pretty important, since our goal this year is higher than in any previous year).
Last Saturday, Bonnie, Stacey Smith (Institutional Advancement) and I had
breakfast with a guy who's Exhibit A of people who find goodness and gladness
in life. He is the father of two Whitworthians, one current student and one
alum. He and his wife (who couldn't join us) are also alumni. Like many of you
parents who both pay tuition and make gifts, they are generous people who love
this school. Thanks to them, and to you.
ATHLETICS
Whitworth's athletics program recently got some great coverage on ESPN's
NCAA On Campus. You can download the clip from our athletics website at the
following link: mms://media.whitworth.edu/athletics/ncaa/oncampus.wmv.
Our swim teams have just completed an amazing, record-breaking dual-meet
season. The women finished the Northwest Conference schedule with a 7-0
record. This is the first time they have ever gone undefeated in conference dual
meets; it's also the first time in 10 years that they've knocked off the University of
Puget Sound. The men's swim team also went 7-0 this season, extending its NWC
dual-meet winning streak to 50. The Pirates pulled out a tough 106-99 victory
at Linfield to preserve the streak. Both teams are gearing up for the 2007 NWC
Swimming Championships Feb. 9-11 at Whitman. The men are aiming for their
fifth NWC title in a row and their sixth in the last seven years. The women have
a good shot at their second conference title overall and their first since 1995. I'll
say more about this fine program in March. These are great student-athletes.
The Whitworth women's basketball team is 12-7 (6-4 in the NWC). The
Pirates, who often play with all freshmen and sophomores on the floor, are cur-
rently in third place in the conference standings. The top three teams make
the playoffs. Head Coach Helen Higgs picked up her 200th career victory this
week in her 13th season as coach of the Bucs. She's chasing Warren Friedrichs
for Whitworth's winningest-coach title. I think she'll get it in the 2009-2010
season. Congratulations, Helen!
The Pirate men are 19-2 (10-2 in conference) and are currently in first place
by themselves in the NWC. Whitworth has been ranked nationally all season,
and the team currently leads the nation in field-goal percentage. Senior Bryan
Williams has directed head coach Jim Hayford's offense to perfection and is on
pace to shatter the school's assist records; he's averaging more than eight per
game. Leading scorer James Jones broke his hand two days before our first loss,
but he's back and has been very big in the two games he has played. This has
been an exciting year for a superb team.
ALUMNI
If you live in Colorado, you absolutely must attend one of our choir's spring-
t;v1r concert, (see schedule in Miscellaneous section below). Tad Wisenor, '89, 
(7Iumni & Parent Relations) and Marianne Hansen, '97, (Admissions) will host
post-concert dessert receptions at each venue. This is a great chance to meet
other Whitworthians in your area.
Letters are in the mail from your reunion committees, and the Alumni
Family Weekend brochure will be out soon. If you are in the classes of '47 to
'82 or if you attended one of the Central/Latin America Study Programs for a
semester, June 22-24 is your time to come back to campus for specific reunions
— but remember that all alumni are invited. The current schedule is available at
www.whitworth.eduffamilyweekend.
Dates for Homecoming 2007 are set for October 5-7, and reunions are in
the works for the classes of 1987 and 1997, for communication majors, and for
all Whitworth Young Lifers. See www.whitworth.edu/homecoming for the
tentative schedule.
MISCELLANEOUS
Again, I hope you can attend one of our choir concerts in March. You can
hear the choir, under the gifted direction of Marc A. Hafso, in the follow-
ing Colorado cities: Sun., 3/25, 10:30 a.m. worship service, 7 p.m. concert:
Wellshire Presbyterian Church, 2999 S. Colorado Blvd., Denver. Mon., 3/26,
7 p.m. concert: First Presbyterian Church, 219 East Bijou Street, Colorado Springs.
Tues., 3/27, 7 p.m. concert: First Presbyterian Church of Fort Collins, 531 South
College Ave., Fort Collins. Wed., 3/28, 7:30 p.m. concert: First Presbyterian
Church of Boulder, 1820 15th Street, Boulder. Fri., 3/30, 7:30 p.m. concert:
Central Presbyterian Church, 402 Kimbark St., Longmont.
Many of you have started receiving Of Mind & Heart electronically. Thanks.
That saves trees and money. Also, you get it almost as soon as I finish writ-
ing it. Our hard-copy distribution list has gotten pretty big. If you would be
willing to help us pare it down by receiving the newsletter via e-mail, go to
w ww.wh it worth.edu/mind &.heart.
You may have seen a newspaper story about a former Whitworth trustee who
is accused of theft and fraud. The courts have yet to determine this person's
guilt or innocence, but the newspaper article is certainly guilty of factual errors
and misrepresentation. While these blunders are unfortunate, we don't feel
the damage is great enough to merit a fight. A friend of mine summed up well
our reluctance to prolong this: "Okay, the story had a bad guy and a victim.
Whitworth was neither. Why all the ink?" Good question. Although I can as-
sure you that Whitworth did nothing unusual or wrong, the paper's claim that
we did not run a criminal-background check on this person is true. We now
run checks on all new trustees. And if the fraud allegations against this person
hold up, we were among those who mistakenly believed his claims about his
background. That's embarrassing, but it is not unethical. I wanted to mention
this story because we have pledged to be people of integrity and trustworthi-
ness, and we want you to know we have not-violated that pNui.ic.. yr_liA7ve
any concerns, please contact Director of Communications Greg Orwig, '91,
at 509.777.4580 or gorwig@whitworth.edu.
I've been reading a lot about Abraham Lincoln, so this month's President's Day
should prove especially meaningful. And what President's Day holds for me in
meaning, Valentine's Day will surely equal in cost. Even as I write, I am on an
airplane with my Valentine. Two weeks ago I had work done on my cervical
spine. My doctor told me I could travel as long as I didn't pick up anything over
10 pounds. Not easy. My wife (let's call her "Sherpa") offered to join me and
provide bellhop service on one condition: I have to carry her purse. She finds
this very funny. Just minutes ago, she acted like our bags were filled with lead,
groaning as she heaved them into the overhead bins. And I stood there with a
purse, thinking about the guy who had just said something about my bag not
working with my running shoes. Of course, I lavish my Valentine with gratitude,
and she points at my wallet and tells me the meter is running. I should probably
try to make this into something spiritual. But there isn't really anything spiritual
about it, except my motivation to pray for a fast recovery. Mostly, I just wanted you
to share in the joy Bonnie finds in working me over. Those of us at Whitworth
benefit immensely from Bonnie's music and grace, but we also enjoy her wit
and wisdom. She contributes so much to life at Whitworth in understated but
important ways. So, let me abuse the privilege of this newsletter to say thanks
to a great Valentine. She brings gladness.
ind& heart
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH COLLEGE PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
JANUARY 2007
Warm 2007 blessings to you! I just looked across the street at the campus. It's very still. Maybe I find it so calm because I had it in my head that Jan Term started
today. I'm only five days off. Management at its best. Eesh. My crystal ball says 2007 will be a great year for Whitworth. We have some exciting initiatives ready to
take shape. And I'm confident our students and alumni will bring hope, peace and beauty to our world. It would be great if history remembers 2007 as a year in which
all God's children began to nurse creation back to health. Our daughter used to work in a home for troubled youth. She loved the kids, but it made her crazy when
they abused the facility or mistreated each other. If this behavior upset her, it must have really saddened the home's founder. I doubt if God feels any better when we
abuse his creation and mistreat the people to whom he's given such a lovely home. My opening prayer for 2007 is that we and our students will love the earth and
all those who dwell herein, and that God can say, "Look at Whitworth: They're being good to my planet and kind to the people I've put there."
ACADEMICS
Jan Term, whenever it starts, looks to be great again this year. Here are some
sample courses that circle the globe:
• Gordon Jackson (Communication Studies) is taking students to study the
media in Washington, D.C., and New York City.
• Angeles Aller and Kim Hernandez (Spanish) will lead a class on language
and culture in Guanajuato, Mexico.
• Elisabeth Buxton (German) will take a language and culture class
to Germany.
• Craig Tsuchida (Biology) has student-scientists doing research in marine
ecology at Washington's Friday Harbor Marine Lab.
• Rich Strauch (Music) has students in Germany studying the power and
politics of art.
• Jim Waller (Psychology) will traverse the country teaching his nationally
acclaimed Prejudice Across America course.
• Raja Tanas (Sociology) will offer Introduction to Cultural
Anthropology in Hawaii (the only place any right-minded person
would study this subject).
The theology & philosophy department is particularly cosmopolitan this
term:
• Forrest Baird will trek from Rome to Oxford, teaching Core 250.
• Keith Beebe's class will study Christianity in Great Britain. Keith did his
Ph.D. in Scotland.
• Jim Edwards is teaching Early Christian Sites, in Turkey.
• Karin Heller will take her class to France to study European roots of
Christianity spirituality.
• Jerry Sittser is headed back to Tall Timbers to teach his course in
Christian Spirituality.
Whitworth's presence around the world is not restricted to Jan Term. Suman
Polepaka, '06 MIM, works with a small Christian startup company in India.
The company's goal is to transform healthcare in India through information
technology. Suman reports, "I was interested in helping this company not only
because !saw some potential but also because it fits my personal calling of work-
ing in 'business as mission field." Suman submitted a summary business plan
for this company for the Urban '06 Conference. His plan will compete against
five others for a $25,000 prize.
Even student teaching has gone international. Chelsea Griffith, a math major
with a minor in German, is our first international student teacher; she's teaching
at the International School of Stuttgart and will be prepared for a Washington
state teaching certificate when she finishes. The world is shrinking.
Our musicians are on a tear. In November, Whitworth Jazz Bands I and II and
our jazz combos performed at the Eastern Washington University Jazz Festival and
hauled in the following awards: Outstanding Soloist (Oliver Walter, saxophone);
Outstanding Trumpet Section (Jazz Band I); Outstanding Rhythm Section (Jazz
Band I). After that, Joe Jolley, Kyrsten Hafso, Noree Johnson, Kelsey Mason,
Ellie Vergowe and Brianne Jensen won awards at the National Association of
Teachers of Singing competition at WSU. Finally, violinists Angela Leonardi
and Melissa Burgess were selected by audition to perform in a master class pre-
sented by William Harvey, interim concertmaster of the Spokane Symphony,
and Angela and fellow violinist Mari Thomas performed as scholarship members
with the Coeur d'Alene symphony. Bravo!
The Diploma in Lay Pastoral Ministry Program, sponsored by our
Weyerhaeuser Center for Christian Faith & Learning, has become
quite popular. It's designed for people who live outside of the Spokane
region and can only come to campus for concentrated learning periods.
The program, which can be completed in as little as two years, helps
train, equip and support laypeople for paid and unpaid lay-leadership
positions in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and other denominations. Our
next program takes place June 11-15 and June 18-22. For more information, visit
www.whitworth.edu/faithcenter.
The American Institute of Physics has recognized our physics department as
one of its top 30 departments in the nation for growth in the number of majors
during 2002-04.
Under the heading of Whitworth literary activity, look for a poem by
Laurie Lamon, '78, (English) that just came out in Ploughshares and one that
is imminent in The New Republic. Also, English department alum Russell
Working, '82, recently received the 2006 University of Notre Dame's Sullivan
Prize for his collection of short stories, The Irish Martyr. Russell is a reporter with
the Chicago Tribune.
Works by Spokane-area artists Mary Farrell, Gina Freuen, and Wendy
Franklund Miller will be featured in an exhibit Jan. 8-30 in the Koehler Gal-
lery. Scott Kolbo (Art) says the exhibit will expose students to three of the best
artists in the Spokane region. For more information, call Dee Anna Christiansen
at 509.777.3258.
ENROLLMENT
This has been an interesting (monster) year so far in admissions:
• To date, we have received more than 2,200 completed applications.
• We received our highest-ever number of early-action applications, and we
strongly encourage those admitted to submit the $350 enrollment deposit
by Jan. 31. The deposit, refundable until May 1, gives early-action applicants
priority in course selection and housing. The general deposit deadline is
May 1; housing applications are sent only to students who have submitted
deposits, and it's helpful to get going on that process.
• Eight sets of twins have applied for fall admission. This has to be a sign of
something. Probably global warming.
• On Feb. 18 & 19 we will host the first of two Whitworth Faculty Scholarship
Competitions for prospective freshmen admitted with honors. Invitations
and competition schedules have been sent through e-mail and regular
mail. Please contact the Whitworth Office of Admissions (509.777.3212,
800.533.4668 or www.whitworth.edu/admissions) for further information.
STUDENT LIFE
Christmas Break helps us all recover from the celebrations and tests of De-
cember. But we roar back in January, well-fed and -rested...especially well-fed.
Snow-covered mountains beckon skiers, boarders, hikers and pikers. Fieldhouse
basketball and fast swimmers will have us cheering, while Martin Luther King
Day will give us time for reflection. Jan Term is always rich, both academically
and socially.
A recent ice-skating fund-raiser sponsored by the Whitworth Medic Team,
Arend Hall, and ASWC raised funds for Women Rizing, a ministry run by
Stephy Nobles-Beans (Ministry & Multicultural Affairs). One of the ministry's
projects involves going into prisons to record mothers reading children's books;
the recordings are then given to the women's children, and this helps to keep the
bond between mother and child strong. The money raised at the skating event
will go to purchase books for this ministry.
RESOURCES
I could not be more grateful for your willingness to speak with our Whitworth
Phonathon students. Telemarketing companies must have satellite contact with
our refrigerators - because no matter when we eat, they call. So we couldn't blame
you for putting off our phonathoners. But you haven't, and the phonathon is
experiencing a great year. More than $175,000 in gifts and pledges were received
in the fall, and we're already within striking distance of our $200,000 goal for
the year. I crashed the phonathoners' Christmas party and was thrilled to hear
how much they love talking with you. Again, thanks!
It's too soon to tally December gifts, but early indicators tell us that you
were most generous. If you have questions about our needs and how you can
help Whitworth, please visit the Donors & Friends section of our website (www.
whitworth.edu/supportingwhitworth). You'll find phonathon and reunion giving
updates, a matching-gift search engine, a list of our designated gift priorities and
a new planned-giving online calculator. And while you're there, discover how
great if feels to make a contribution to help build our new visual-arts building.
ATHLETICS
My main athletics mole, Sports Information Director Steve Flegel, '95, isn't
around, and I have to leave town tomorrow; so I'll just wing it.
Our men's basketball team is ranked 6th in the nation in NCAA D3 hoops.
I checked out the website last night. The team is 10-0, they're first in the nation
in field-goal percentage at 54 percent, and point guard Bryan Williams leads the
country in assists. Conference play resumes this weekend. These guys are good.
They have victories against some very good teams (such as Wheaton College,
in the T-1. 20) but their toughest game was against our alumni. It was fun to see
the guys wno Ina=it IlaCIC. It's a good thing third-year UW med-school student
Chase Williams came back to play; he was able to treat Gunner Olsen's knee
when Gunner banged it on the rim.
The women's basketball team is 8-3 and, like the men, they take on Linfield
and George Fox this weekend. When I've seen them play, Alida Bower has
provided great all-around play and leadership, but they've gotten very strong
play from a number of different players on different nights. They're very young,
but they play hard and smart.
I've only been to one swim meet, as there haven't been too many at home, but
the men and the women looked dominating. The women I remember hitting
the touchpads early include Samantha Kephart, Brittany Gresset, Natalie Turner
and Katelyn Erickson. On the guys' side, I've seen David Dolphay, Luke Stocker
and Bryan Clarke's names a lot, but I'm sure the list of strong performances from
both teams includes many more swimmers.
Our fall athletes received a bunch of athletic and academic honors. There's
no way I can remember them all, but our record-breaking football team had
two All-Americans. Michael Allan was named first team at tight end and Joel
Clark was the 2nd team quarterback. What an honor. Also, along with the
honors accorded to our many all-conference football players, John Tully was
named Northwest Conference Coach of the Year. Forgive me for a ton of left-
out information here.
Michael Allan has also accepted an invitation to participate in the 2007 NFL
Combine (where scouts from the pro teams find some of their best players)
and the Dell East-West Shrine Game, one of the premier showcase events for
college football players in the U.S. The Shrine game will be telecast Jan. 21 in
prime time on ESPN 2. Mike had to forego the Hula Bowl for this game, but
he says, "there will be more NFL coaches and personnel at the Shrine Bowl."
It would be interesting to know how often DIII players receive either of these
honors. We've heard that Mike is the only one this year.
ALUMNI
Information on this summer's Core 650 tour of historic Paris with Profes-
sor Leonard Oakland is now available at www.whitworth.edu/alumni/paris.
From June 24-July 3, participants will enjoy daily lectures and several day trips
to the French countryside in addition to all that the City of Lights has to offer.
Registration is now available for all Whitworthians, and spaces are limited. I
would love to do this!
Feb. 8-16 is Heritage Week, celebrating Whitworth's 117th anniversary.
All of the details for Heritage Week events, including a lecture by '82
alumnus Stan Borg, M.D., on the U.S. healthcare crisis, can be found at
www.wh it worth.edu /her itagewe ek.
MISCELLANEOUS
There is no word I hear more frequently associated ve;th Of Mind 4 Heart
than "actually," as in "I actually read the thing." I very much appreciate the
time you take to check in on Whitworth through this newsletter. And now
you can tell your friends who feel the letter is good for nothing, they're wrong!
This very issue will get you and your household into our basketball games on
Feb. 2 and 3 as the men's and women's teams take on Linfield and George Fox
at 6 and 8 p.m. in the fieldhouse. Just bring this issue of M&H and show it at
the door. You will demonstrate your discriminating taste in literature — and get
in for nothing.
It sounds like presidential rah-rah, but I really believe our students and alumni
are changing the world. Here's a recent note from a parent: I just wanted to let you
know about a conversation I had with my son yesterday. I asked him what he wanted
for Christmas. I have been racking my brain for a good idea as he is now in college and
any gift I give him will have to be transported back to his dorm room. "I know what
I want, Mom," he told me. "I want a cow or a well for a village in need." I have just
finished purchasing his cow. It will be delivered to a village in Haiti in March. I have
always thought he was an amazing young man. But even his proud mom has been
surprised at the deep and profound changes we have seen each time he comes home.
He is kinder, more open-minded and now more generous than ever before.... We are
so glad that he is where he is. I'm starting this year with great hope. All over the
world, young people like this give of themselves to those in need. May Christ's
peace be with you and with our world in 2007.
ind& heart
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH COLLEGE PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
MARCH 2007
This is the first Sunday of Lent. At once, I am grateful and dumbfounded by God's grace. I am not, however, in church. I had to travel today because I was home
yesterday watching our men's basketball team win the conference championship. So I admit to feeling a little more basketball happiness than Lenten contrition. I
do, however, have one Lenten thought. Just before I started writing this, my iPod vaulted ruthlessly from 22 sacred choral arrangements to a decidedly non-sacred
song about chasing women. Today's text in the liturgical calendar is Matthew 4, Christ's temptations. It struck me that Satan's opening salvo was not tempting Jesus
with something bad (like chasing women) but with something good: bread (whole wheat, no doubt). Jesus liked bread. He turned a little of it into lots of it when
5,000 people were hungry. He honored it as the food to memorialize his broken body. We're probably less prepared to resist the temptation of good things than
that of bad things. But good things for the wrong reasons can compromise us. Good things in excess can weaken us. Good things at the wrong time can distract
us. Good things beyond what we need can deceive us. Good things outside of our calling can divert us. Often the "mission drift" of an organization moves in the
direction of good things. As you probably know, we will become Whitworth University in July. With that change will come temptations, most of them in the form
of good opportunities. But good is bad if it compromises our calling. We need discernment in the next few years. We need to be faithful. Jesus knew when good was
bad. So must we. Keep us in your prayers.
ACADEMICS
Good teaching has always been central to the Whitworth mission. Faculty
Development Day this month focused on excellence in the classroom. James
Edwards, '67, (Theology) addressed our faculty on identifying and maintaining
excellence, and a panel of faculty who received teaching awards last year shared
practical insights on promoting high academic standards in the classroom.
Consistent with our commitment to good teaching are various programs
that help position students for success. Good Advice brings faculty together
for training as academic advisors. Last month, Diana Churchill (Continuing
Studies) gave a presentation on ways to assess effectiveness in academic-advising
conversations. This semester, Terry McGonigal (Theology) and Dale Soden
(History/Weyerhaeuser Center) will lead faculty gatherings to discuss effective
ways to mentor students in discerning their vocational interests.
We are very excited about the Whitworth Evening Teacher Certification
Program. We have admitted 22 students for Cohort 6, which began last month.
Of the 26 students who have already completed the program, 20 are currently
working in education. Eight graduates have completed, or are currently pursuing,
master of education degrees or additional endorsements through the Whitworth
Graduate Studies in Education Program.
Complicated issues continue to provide learning opportunities for students
and faculty. On Feb. 26, Dean Michael Le Roy, '89, presented the second Dean's
Dialogue, a series in which students observe as faculty explore complex issues.
This discussion centered on the relationship between evolution and Christianity.
Also, Jim Waller (Psychology/Lindaman Chair) is leading an interdisciplinary
group of 10 faculty who meet bi-weekly to discuss perspectives on war.
Service-learning classes contribute to the Spokane community. This
semester, 31 courses incorporate service-learning. A few notable ones:
• Software Engineering, taught by Pete Tucker, '91, will aid nonprofit orga-
nizations by creating new websites and strengthening current ones.
• Dawn Bayman's Advanced Television Production will develop a short
video for the New Hope Resource Center to use as a promotional and
educational tool.
• Rebecca Moss' new Public Relations Campaigns will develop a full-scale,
city-wide campaign for Young Life.
• Students from Acting I, taught by Brooke Kiener, '00, are continuing a
collaboration with Mead Middle School that Rick Homor, '70, piloted last
spring. The students will perform anonymous monologues, written by 8th
graders in an English class at MMS, in front of the entire student body at
a school assembly in March.
While providing on-the-job learning, student internships can also serve those
in need. For example, communication-studies students Amanda Martinez and
Michael Chansavang, both '07, are working at a minority-business association
while co-coordinating Havermale Alternative High School's Youth Leadership
Program. They are working in the areas of entrepreneurship, civic engagement
and cultural-identity development.
The Whitworth Jazz Ensemble finished as runner up at the 2007 Lionel
Hampton Jazz Festival, competing against bands from Boston College,
Brigham Young University, Washington State University, Central Washington
University, Whitman College, and Eastern Washington University. Senior
Greg Hoff won first place in the solo jazz-trombone competition, blowing
away the competition.
The Cherry Orchard, by Anton Chekhov, directed by Diana Trotter (Theatre),
will be on the Cowles Auditorium stage on March 9, 10, 16, 17 at 8 p.m., as
well as on March 11 at 2 p.m. Chekhov was one of the greatest playwrights of
the 20th century. In 1904 he wrote The Cherry Orchard, the story of one family's
futile attempt to save its beloved faffnte (along with its famed cherry orchard)
during the decline of the Russian aristocracy. I read this play and found it both
funny and deeply moving. It has to be one of Chekhov's finest works.
The 2006 edition of our yearbook, Natsihi, was included in Taylor Publish-
ing's 2007 Yearbook Yearbook. This publication features the top 5 percent of
yearbooks published annually by the company, as chosen by a panel of industry
experts. The 2006 Natsihi was the first all-color Whitworth yearbook ever.
One obligation of the Christian liberal-arts college is to present words, music,
images and ideas that offer hope to an anguished world. The Whitworth Choir
does just that. In its Christmas Festival concerts, the choir explored themes of
darkness and light. For its 2007 spring tour in Colorado, the choir will present
"Songs of Hope, Joy, and Peace." The concert program will include Palestrina and
Richard Nance settings of Psalm 42, director Marc A. Hafso's Missa Pacem (Mass of
Peace) for mixed chorus, piano, and percussion, selections from Benjamin Britten's
Five Flower Songs, Charles Ives' delightful Circus Band, and Daniel Pinkham's
setting of the Thomas Campion poem Author of Light. Here's the schedule: 3/25:
10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m., Wellshire Presbyterian Church, 2999 S. Colorado Blvd.,
Denver; 3/26: 7 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 219 East Bijou Street, Colorado
Springs; 3/27: 7 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 531 South College Ave., Fort
Collins; 3/28: 7:30 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 1820 15th Street, Boulder;
3/30: 7:30 p.m., Central Presbyterian Church, 402 Kimbark Street., Longmont.
ENROLLMENT
We've decided that students applying for admission after this year may choose
to be interviewed rather than to have us include their SAT or ACT scores
in our admission decision. Although the vast majority of students will elect to
have their scores considered, we know that some very intelligent and driven
students don't do well on standardized tests. Data indicate that the most accurate
predictor of college success is a student's high-school grade-point average; when
we combine that with recommendations, an interview and other application
criteria, we can make a good and fair decision. We are not doing this to get
more applications (we had almost 5,000 for fall 2007) or to boost our average
SAT scores (1,201). We're doing this to get better applications and to make bet-
ter decisions. We've found that many excellent liberal-arts colleges around the
country have taken this step.
STUDENT LIFE
February's short but busy. The Black Student Union began Black History
Month with Gospel Explosion, an invigorating evening filled with the music of
gospel choirs. Students were also treated to weekly speakers, including alums
Frenchy Lamont, '69, and Frances Jones-Baker, '70, who shared what life was like
for African Americans in the '60s at Whitworth. I'm very sorry I couldn't attend
this talk. Many folks have commented on the power of the stories told. Clearly,
Whitworth has made great progress in some areas of diversity and meager progress
in others. We must do better. Career Week introduced students to internships
and summer-work experiences, and featured a connection dinner with alumni,
as well as a career fair in downtown Spokane with Inland Northwest businesses.
Our newest student residence held its first-ever Duvall Hall Disco. Thomas Ruble,
student-activities coordinator, kept the bands and comedians coming. And as the
snow stayed on Mt. Spokane, Outdoor Rec took students tubing.
We've just wrapped up National Eating Disorders Awareness Week. The goal
of the week's events is to raise awareness and support in the Whitworth com-
munity for folks who struggle with body image. Students explored the effects of
bowing to arbitrary, market-driven definitions of attractiveness, and focused on
how God sees us versus how we see ourselves and on how culture tries to define
us. The week also included speakers, documentaries and discussions centered on
medical information regarding health and appearance. Several ongoing groups
emerged from this important time of learning and reflection.
RESOURCES
This year we celebrate March 6 as Tuition-Freedom Day — the day when
student tuition stops paying for the cost of the school year, and gifts and
other income (including our endowment returns) kick in. By our calculation,
the cost of an individual student's tuition would be about $6,500 more than it
is right now were it not for these other significant sources of support. Thanks to
all of you who make the cost of a Whitworth education a little more affordable
for these great students.
Our new V.P. for finance and administration is Brian Benzel, the current
superintendent of Spokane Public Schools. Brian succeeds Tom Johnson,
who concluded 17 years of excellent service at Whitworth recently and is now
with Spokane Teachers Credit Union. Brian has a great financial background
and is one of our most highly regarded community leaders. He also enjoys
enormous respect from educators across the state. He begins Aug. 1.
The Whitworth men's basketball team is the Northwest Conference champ
and is headed to the NCAA Division III tournament. The 23-3 Pirates are going
to St. Louis (as am I at the moment) to play DePauw (Ind.) in the first round.
Whitworth wrapped up a great regular season at 23-3 by winning a number of
honors. Jim Hayford was named NWC Coach of the Year for the second time.
Bryan Williams was selected Conference Player of the Year, and James Jones
and Ryan Symes joined Bryan on the All-NWC first team. Quick note from St.
Louis: In the first round of the NCAA tournament, our guys beat DePauw in
overtime on a three-pointer by Bryan Williams. We lost the next day to the host,
8th-ranked Washington University, by two points. More in April!
The Pirate women finished the season with a record of 14-11 and a conference
mark of 8-8, which is good for such a young team. Alida Bower was chosen
to the All-NWC second team. Head coach Helen Higgs has led the Pirates to
six straight winning seasons, seven in the last eight years.
The Whitworth men's swimming team won its fifth straight NWC title in
dramatic fashion. After a Pirate relay was disqualified on the first day of the
three-day championship meet, the team came from as many as 48 points behind
to overcome Linfield and Puget Sound for the title. David Dolphay defended his
titles in the 200, 500 and 1,650 freestyles to lead the effort. Bryan Clarke was
also a conference champion in the 200 breaststroke. Amazing.
The Pirate women won 12 of 18 events at the NWC championships, but
came up just short to Puget Sound, finishing second. Natalie Turner domi-
nated the meet individually, rolling to easy victories in the 200, 500 and 1,650
freestyles. Samantha Kephart won the 100 and 200 butterfly races for the third
straight year. Brittany Gresset dominated both sprint freestyle races, winning
the 50 and 100. Katelyn Erickson won the 200 I.M. Whitworth also won four of
the five relays, three in meet-record time. And Steve Schadt was named NWC
Women's Coach of the Year.
Baseball has begun, but the Pirates are still trying to get outside to practice.
Though the team has played nine games, Whitworth has been on its own practice
field only once this spring. Senior pitcher Brandon Webb will lead the Bucs on
the mound, while senior outfielder Van Lierman will lead the offense.
Softball is in the same practice boat as baseball. The Pirates have been stuck inside
all month. Despite that, Whitworth swept a season-opening series at Albertson
behind junior infielder Heather Case and senior catcher Lindsay Davis.
The tennis teams have played a few matches, and are anxiously awaiting the
new bubble for the Cutter Court and Scotford Tennis Center. Once it's in
place, the Pirates will be able to practice and play on campus in any weather.
Senior Rachael McCoola is playing first and second singles each match, and
junior Ed Anegon is back to play No. 1 singles for the men.
While Whitworth's track-and-field teams are getting ready for the
outdoor season, two Pirates already appear to be headed to the NCAA
Division III Indoor Championships. Junior Brandon Howell
seventh-fastest time in the indoor 800, and freshman Cody Stelzer is tied for
seventh in the high jump. The meet will be held March 9-10 in Indiana.
ALUMNI
Join us at the arena April 21 for Alumni Night at the Spokane Shock. We have
a block of seats in the upper deck for $5 each; order tickets at www.whitworth.
edufalumnievents. Game time is 5 p.m. Arena football is great fun.
MISCELLANEOUS
We invite you to the 32nd annual Whitworth Institute of Ministry, July 9-13.
Institute speakers on this year's theme, Wisdom from the Scriptures, Wisdom from
the Eiders, include Eugene Peterson, Bible Hour; Roberta Hestenes, Convoca-
tion Hour; and Earl Palmer, Evening Worship. I'll offer closing meditations after
our Communion & Commissioning Service. Register (before May 1, if you'd
like to receive a discount) online at www.whitworth.edufwim or by phone at
509.777.4345.
I've written this newsletter on five different airplanes over two trips. I'm out of
space. That's good, because I'm also out of thoughts. Please pray for Whitworth
and pray for peace. Maybe you could join me this Lent in thinking about tempta-
tions that masquerade as good. Blessings to you.
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AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH COLLEGE PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
APRIL 2007
Along with some other Presbyterian college presidents, I had a chance last week to attend the Disney Institute. I got some good ideas. The Disney presenters held up
their company as the consummate workplace. What's not to like when you're working alongside Snow White and Goofy? I have to admit, however, that at times the
Disney workplace sounded like a cross between Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood and North Korea; the work culture seemed to be one of fiercely programmed employee
happiness — a little too utopian to be true. As I sat down to write this, it struck me that if everything you knew about Whitworth came from the M&H, you wouldn't
have the whole picture, either. Sometimes Whitworth is hard. Sometimes growth is hard. Allowing space for both good and bad decisions gets you.. .well, good and
bad decisions. For many of us on campus, March was painful. In this climate where we prize community, we had more than our share of interpersonal tension. And
it hurt. In a sermon I gave on the fourth Sunday of Lent, I referred to the zealous Bible teacher who volunteered to follow Jesus. Basically, Jesus said, "Slow down;
following is hard." It's true, most good things are hard. I think Whitworth is a great place — better than it would be if we tried to take "hard" out of it. We all fail,
we seek forgiveness, and we grow. We believe in redemption. We believe in Easter. I hope your Easter is filled with resurrection joy.
ACADEMICS
Many of our students are mentors because they take seriously their mem-
bership in the "to whom much is given" group. This year, students have been
involved in a service-learning course that takes them into the Spokane com-
munity to serve at-risk children and youth. Betty Williams (Education/Academic
Affairs) has facilitated student mentoring through Project Move, which involves
guiding teenagers with disabilities through the transition from high school to
work, and Homework Helpers, which provides tutoring to low-income children.
Deanna Ojennus and Drew Budner (Chemistry) and student mentors have hosted
chemistry students from local high schools on campus, and have presented a
chemistry magic show at a local elementary school.
Laurie Lamon (English) received the high honor of being one of only two poets
selected by U.S. Poet Laureate Donald Hall for the $10,000 Witter Bynner
Fellowship. Laurie was invited to read her poems at the Library of Congress on
March 29. Hall said, "Lamon is an exquisite writer of lyrics, writing a musical
poetry that is delicate and pure."
As a part of our emphasis on helping students understand vocation, faculty
members Benjamin Brody (Music), Bendi Schrambach (Modern Languages),
and Jolene Fisher (Kinesiology) attended the Vocations of the Christian
Professor workshop and presented, at the teaching roundtable, some ways in
which they integrate faith and learning in their classrooms. Freshmen in Ben's
seminar discussed the vocation of the Christian musician, using J. S. Bach as
an example; Bendi's students read scripture in French and taught French at a
local elementary school; and Jolene's students examined the impact of their
worldview on their response in emergency situations. Ben was in a good mood,
having just defended his dissertation, "The Choral Music of George Frederick
McKay (1899-1970)," at the University of Washington. Good job, Dr. Brody!
And congratulations, too, to Dr. Nadine Chapman (English), who successfully
defended her dissertation last month at Gonzaga University!
The Chicago Center for Urban Life Sr. Culture has selected Jim Waller
(Psychology/Lindaman Chair) as the recipient of a First Voice Humanitarian
Award. Jim collaborates with the center on his Prejudice Across America study
program, which gives Whitworth students first-hand exposure to the sites and
influences of racism along with efforts to bring about racial reconciliation.
Great Decisions features speakers who focus on current political, cultural
and economic topics. Last month, Shahrzad Saderi, a native of Iran, presented
"The New, Modern Iran." Saderi leads communication training, facilitates
strategic planning, and assists governments and businesses in maximizing
working relationships between staff and management. And Ruth Callanta
spoke on "Christian Micro-Enterprise: The New Model for Aid in Developing
Countries — A Philippine Perspective." In 1992, Callanta founded the Center
for Community Transformation, a Christian development organization in the
Philippines that serves the poor through holistic, integrated, sustainable com-
munity- and church-based interventions.
The fifth annual Spokane Intercollegiate Research Conference will be
held April 27-28, with more than 100 Whitworth scholars, as well as students
from Gonzaga and EW.U., presenting. The number of participants has doubled
since the conference began in 2003. Janis McLarren Caldwell, '80, faculty member
at U.C. Santa Barbara, will provide the keynote address. Hove this conference.
Students reach amazing levels of scholarly sophistication.
The Whitworth Summer Jazz Camp will take place June 17-21 on our campus.
High-school-age students can swing with the kings (and queens) as they learn
from our faculty and improve their jazz playing (big band, improvisation, combos,
history, and jazz theory). You'll find the camp brochure and application online
at www.whitworth.eduhazzensemble.
The always-superb Whitworth Choir's spring home concert will be held Sunday,
April 15, at 3 p.m., at St. Augustine Catholic Church, 428 W. 19th Ave.
ENROLLMENT
I'm always banging on rankings, so it is with immense hypocrisy that I report
the fact that Whitworth is recognized in the April issue of Kiplinger's Personal
Finance magazine as one of the country's top 50 best values in private uni-
versities. And now that I've sold out, let me also mention that we're one place
above my hometown school — The University of Chicago. Oh sure, they're not
a bad university, what with a couple hundred Nobel Laureates on their faculty.
But who am Ito argue with those fine magazine rankings? So check the April
issue of Kiplinger's; the rankings are also available online at www.kiplinger.
com/tools/privatecolleges.
Whitworth's enrollment-deposit deadline for fall 2007 entering freshmen is
May 1. This $350 deposit reserves a place in the freshman class and also initiates
the choice of residence halls and dining-hall meal plans. In recent years we've had
some students who were very disappointed because they missed the deadline.
Because we've received more than 5,000 fall 2007 applications for a class of
485 freshmen, we have not been able to offer admission to every qualified ap-
plicant. We will, however, have some room on campus after fall term (due to a
spring-semester study-abroad program and the fact that some students graduate
after fall). So we have offered spring admission to a select number of promising
fall 2007 freshman applicants.
The Whitworth Financial Aid Office has sent out awards to all NEW fresh-
men and transfer students who applied by March 1. If you know a student who
is planning to start at Whitworth this fall and has filed a FAFSA but has not yet
heard from the financial-aid office, please have him or her give the office a call at
800.533.4668. Also, the financial-aid office will send out renewal-award notifica-
tions for 2007-08 to current students via e-mail in May and June. The priority
deadline for filing the FAFSA is May 1. Merit scholarships will automatically be
renewed for students who continue to qualify for them.
STUDENT LIFE
March began with a week-long missions fair that included lectures and work-
shops designed to help students understand how they might answer God's call
in the mission field. Then there was some weird version of the dating game that
sounded like fun, at least the part I heard. And, of course, March means Arend
Hall's annual Green with Envy Dance, where roommates set each other up
with surprise dates. Maybe we should combine these three events into a Green
with Envy Missions Dating Game, in which roommates fix each other up with
surprise missions trips. Probably not. Everyone enjoyed the "Whitworth's Got
Talent" competition, where students had a chance to reveal their hidden talents
in order to win a cash prize of $250. There were also several first-time events
this month. Intramurals put on The Triathlite, a mini-triathlon competition,
and ASWC sponsored the first-ever faculty-vs.-seniors dodgeball game. (There
seems to be some dispute over who won.) Finally, the month ended with Spring
Break, which included the SERVE missions trip to Mexico and Outdoor Rec's
whitewater-rafting trip in Utah.
The VVhitworthian won third place for best overall non-daily student news-
paper in the Society of Professional Journalists' Mark of Excellence Awards for
region 10. Jessica Davis, Luis Lopez and Jessica Kauhi won a second-place award
for in-depth reporting for their series of articles about students who do not come
to Whitworth.
Please check out our students' Relay For Life website, wvvvv.acsevents.org/
relay/wa/whitworth. This great event, on April 20-21, brings our community
together to help support the American Cancer Society and its lifesaving mission.
Whitworth Relay for Life raised more than $7,000 in its first year and $12,500 in
its second. Our goal this year is $15,000.
RESOURCES
Due to the extraordinary generosity of two wonderful people and the help of
many others, this past weekend we cut the ribbon on our new tennis bubble.
It covers three of the six new courts, and everything about it is just amazing. I
have played in quite a few bubbles, but this is by far the best I've seen. We are
so grateful. We also sold a bunch of dirt from the lower 40, and that left us level
space we can convert into a huge all-purpose field. Ed Kelly and Ray Peron have
worked hard, creatively and well on these two projects.
ATHLETICS
The Whitworth golf teams are preparing for the 2007 NWC championships.
The Pirate men are two-time defending champs, and Andrew Parrott returns as
the NWC championship medalist with Jordan Carter as an All-NWC selection.
Whitworth will compete at the Spring Classic, which counts for one-quarter of
the total championship, before teeing off at the NWC men's tournament later
this month. The women's team has shown great improvement this spring. Alicia
Bratlien, Rachel Dubes, Krystal Pitkonen and Mariesa Stombaugh have finished
second in their last two tournaments. The Pirates will also play in the Spring
Classic prior to competing in the NWC women's tournament.
The track & field teams are off to a great start. Before getting into full-on
outdoor mode, Brandon Howell and Cody Stelzer went back to Indiana to com-
pete at the NCAA Division III Indoor Championships. Cody tied a lifetime best
mark to finish sixth in the high jump and to become Whitworth's first indoor
All-Arrwric,n. Brandon suffered a collision with another runner during his heat 
in the 800 and cTicl not advance to the final. Ben Spaun has already qualified
provisionally for the DIII outdoor championships in the decathlon, and Kristen
Dormaier is very close to qualifying in the heptathlon.
Tennis returned from Spring Break in Hilton Head, S.C., in time for the
men to beat George Fox 8-1 in the inaugural match in the bubble. The NWC
championships are April 20-21 in Yakima. The Pirate women looked strong during
the break, with Betsy Johnson going 8-4 in singles matches, while on the men's
side Ed Anegon and Scott Donnell posted a string of doubles wins.
The softball team is ranked nationally for the first time in its 10-year history.
The Pirates are 13-3 and ranked 23rd after their trip to California to play five
games against teams that appeared in last year's NCAA tournament. Heather
Case leads the team in batting average (.404) and doubles (5). Jessie LaPlante
is off to an 8-0 record as a starting pitcher, with a 1.69 ERA.
The baseball team stands at 7-14 overall and 5-7 in the NWC. Van Lierman
leads the team in batting average (.333), runs scored (20) and stolen bases (10-11).
Ryan Snell has been named NWC Pitcher of the Week twice this season. The Pirates
have a chance during April to build a winning streak to get back above .500.
Finally, a trio of Whitworth swimmers went to the NCAA championships
in Texas. Samantha Kephart battled through a back injury this season to post
another strong showing. Though she could not quite defend her national titles
in the butterfly races, she did finish second in the 100 and third in the 200. She
also scored in the 50 freestyle. Natalie Turner was an All-American in the 200
and 1,650 freestyles and just missed in the 500 free. The pair combined to score
69 points, giving Whitworth a 14th-place finish in the meet. David Dolphay
competed for the Whitworth men, but did not score in his three events.
ALUMNI
If you haven't seen Arena Football (or even if you have), now's the time.
Join us at the arena April 21 at 5 p. m. for Alumni Night at the Spokane
Shock. We have a block of seats in the upper deck for $5 each; order tickets
at www.whitworth.edu/alumnievents.
Enjoy fellow alums, memorable campus activities and great food at Alumni
Family Weekend June 22-24. Brochures are in the mail and online registration
is available at www.whitworth.edu/familyweekend.
MISCELLANEOUS
The Whitworth Hawaiian Club will share Hawaiian-style food and culture
during the club's 37th annual lu'au, on Saturday, April 14. This year's theme is
Changes in Music. The menu includes kalua pork, macaroni salad, poi, chicken
long rice and pineapple. The entertainment will feature 11 dances, including
hula accompanied by both old and new music styles. Join us in the fieldhouse for
dinner at 5 p.m. and entertainment at 7 p.m. Admission is $15 ($13 for Whitworth
students with ID; free for children 5 and under). Tickets can be purchased at the
information desk in the HUB. For information, call 509.777.3796.
After a one-year retooling hiatus, the Pirate Night Dinner and Auction will
return Friday, Sept. 28. The event benefits Whitworth Athletics and allows us
to fulfill the equipment and facility needs of our teams. If you coild contribute-an
item to the auction (part of a vacation package, art, a service, sports collectibles)
we would be thrilled. Please contact Pirate Night Procurement Chair ha Rupe
at rupesters@comcast.net.
Whitworth students will display their works in the junior art exhibit, NOX,
April 3-20 in the Koehler Gallery, Whitworth Fine Arts Building. The gallery is
open Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturdays. Admission
is free. For more information, please call 509.777.3258.
Whitworth invites you to its 32nd annual Institute of Ministry, July 9-13.
Speakers include acclaimed theologians and educators Eugene Peterson, Roberta
Hestenes, and Earl Palmer. You may learn more about the institute and register
online at www.whitworth.edu/wim or by phone at 509.777.4345. (Register before
May 1 and receive a discount!)
This past Saturday we had softball, tennis, baseball and track all playing on
campus. This meant, of course, that I cruised around in our luxury stretch golf
cart (thank you, Frank Knott). Okay, I had a few small mishaps: ran over a couple
folks, banged into this and that— but I didn't activate the airbag. Anyway, it was a
full day of watching students.. .and those are the best days at Whitworth. Thank
you for enabling us to be coaches and front-row admirers of the extraordinary
growth we see in the lives of our students.
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AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH COLLEGE PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
MAY/JUNE 2007
Two hours ago, Ben White, '07, walked across the stage of the Spokane Arena to pick up his diploma. I would have been sad to see this gifted theater student graduate,
except that he was the last of 511 that marched today. I'm now sitting in the airport, more wired than tired. Since 4:30 p.m. on Friday, Commencement activities
have been nonstop. I'm on inspiration overload. As Bonnie and I wait for our flight, families and friends are celebrating graduates who have gifts, passions, unlikely
stories, towering potential and high hopes as they enter a world that needs all these things. A note I received last week captures the emotions of many: "It might
seem odd for me to e-mail you at 5 a.m. But I feel compelled to share with you: I have loved Whitworth College. I have lived and breathed this life, this school, my
major and a plethora of other Whitworth things for the last four years. This school has become my home. Thank you for loving us. Thank you for pushing us. Thank
you for four beautiful years." And thanks to all of you graduates who chose Whitworth. I always write the May Mind & Heart after Commencement. I'll soon be on
a redeye to Newark, wondering which is worse — the journey or the destination. So I don't have a clue when I'll get the rest of this written. But we have just finished
something a lot more important than this newsletter. For that we are thankful to God and to you for your support.
ACADEMICS
Here are a few graduation facts:
• Total undergraduate degrees awarded: 511
• Total graduate degrees awarded: 93
• Graduate Studies in Education: 39
• Master in Teaching: 39
• Master of Business Administration: 4
• Master of International Management: 11
My personal Commencement Weekend awards:
• Most unusual outfit: Donnie Vanden Berge in long pants and shoes
• Strangest remark about a graduate: "He has a synergy all his own." Huh?
• Best scream after the ceremony: Ben Tkach's family or support group or at
least some people who seemed very happy he was done
• Second best scream: Ben Tkach screaming that he was done
• Best neck hair: George Whitworth
• Most undaunted: Ben King
Our new alumni are headed in a number of impressive directions. (Perhaps
I am easily impressed, having graduated from college with a sense of calling I
described to my parents as "generally south.") Here are a few destinations I've
heard about, in addition to a number of great graduate schools:
• John Harlow, Delia Orosco, Fa'ana Fanene (who did an excellent job as
ASWC president this year) and Clinton Lipscomb have been accepted
into the Teach for America program.
• Rachel Gray has been accepted into Kundiman, the most prestigious Asian
American poetry workshop in the U.S., at the University of Virginia. The
program is limited to about 20 participants, all of whom receive personal
mentoring from established poets.
• Lindsey Kiehn and Leah Silvieus were selected to the Fulbright English
Teaching Assistant Program, which places young Americans as English
teachers in middle and high schools throughout Korea. Lindsey and Leah
join four other Whitworth students and four faculty members named
Fulbright Scholars/Fellows since 2000.
Among the many hundreds of students who make us proud, we celebrated
the graduation of 12 Achiever Scholars, The College Success Foundation has
supported these students from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds from across
the state of Washington. They have enjoyed tremendous success at Whitworth
in the classroom, in leadership positions, and in co-curricular programs.
The Honors Showcase recognized many students for their outstanding work
and service to Whitworth. The faculty selected David Sittser and Julie Laut-
erbach as winners of the Distinguished Collegiate Achievement Award. Leah
Silvieus and Ben TIcach were awarded the President's Cup, Whitworth's highest
academic award, given to graduating seniors who have maintained a 4.0 GPA
throughout their Whitworth careers.
Ben Spaun, '08, was selected as a Barry M. Goldwater Scholar for 2007-08.
This award funds educational expenses for sophomores and juniors who intend
to pursue careers in mathematics, the natural sciences, or engineering. The
Goldwater Foundation rewards "students who display outstanding intellectual
curiosity and intensity and who possess potential for significant future contri-
butions in their chosen fields." Ben is Whitworth's third Goldwater Scholar in
the past five years.
The School of Global Commerce &Management graduated its first MBA class
this year. Along with 11 M1M graduates, the four new MBAs proudly walked
across the stage on May 19 to receive their degrees. I heard one story that included
an interesting coincidence. MIM grad John Rush IV, undergrad '06, was selected
as a recipient of the East-West Center Graduate Degree Fellowship. This is the
same fellowship that one of John's professors, Rich Schatz (SGCM), received to
study at the University of Hawaii when he was pursuing his Ph.D. The fellowship
provides for tuition, books, housing and a monthly stipend.
Whitworth teams won big at the Hogan Business-Plan Competition. Five
Whitworth teams won more than half of the $42,500 total cash awards in the
competition, sponsored by Gonzaga University. The competition is open to
graduate and undergraduate students from Whitworth, Gonzaga, EWU and WSU.
This year, 44 teams submitted plans. Among the winners were Daniel Belko, '07,
and Lewis Turner, '08, who took home the $7,500 Avista Social Impact Award
for their first-place win in the social-enterprise category. The duo won for their
business plan for Cool Water Bike Shop, a nonprofit shop run by and for at-risk
teenagers. Other winning Whitworth teams included Tim Coughlin, '07, and
Sean Thompson, '08, in the social-enterprise category; Darien Brown, '06, Bren-
nan McQuerry, '07, and Margi Begalka (from Gonzaga) in the community-based
category; and Emilie Olsen and Dustin Smith, both '08, along with Mark Baker,
'09, in the student-generated category.
Transitions e-magazine features student stories about alumni. Students in
the Article and Feature Writing course, taught by Ginny Whitehouse (Com-
munication Studies), interviewed recent graduates about the role of change in
key aspects of their lives, including family, career and faith. You can read their
work at www.whitworth.edu/transitions.
ENROLLMENT
The financial-aid office is beefing up its website this spring. The new site will
be easier to navigate and will feature a link called "Tools for Success" that will
provide students with information on managing money. Parent-loan information
for 2007-08 is also available on the site at www.whitworth.edu/financialaid.
There has been a lot of coverage in the news about "incentives" that financial-
aid directors and offices have received from lenders. As a direct-loan school, we
don't have much contact with lenders. If you have any questions, please contact
Director of Financial Aid Wendy Olson as soon as she returns from the Mediter-
ranean cruise she won from some bank (just kidding).
Families of new students in a dozen or more regions where we have significant
numbers of incoming freshmen and transfers will be invited to attend a sum-
mer sendoff event hosted by current parents or alumni. These gatherings are
great venues to get your pre-September questions answered as well as to get to
know other new Whitworth students and families from your area. As dates and
locations are finalized, they will also be posted on the alumni and parents events
calendar on the Whitworth website.
STUDENT LIFE
Late April and early May seem to feature all social activities left undone earlier
in the year. Comedy and magic shows entertained packed houses in the HUB,
while intramural playoffs in soccer, basketball and volleyball filled the recreation
calendar. Gender Awareness Week, Earth Week and the first annual Real Men
of Genius Seminar dealt with issues related to justice, social responsibility and
spiritual discipline, respectively. May 5 was ASWC's annual Springfest, and the
weather cooperated in bringing together 24 clubs and organizations that sold food,
crafts and a good bit of junk. There were also games, competitions and an evening
dance with three live bands. Proceeds went to Cup of Cool Water, an organization
founded by Mark Terrell, '94, that helps street kids in downtown Spokane.
RESOURCES
Our fiscal year ends on June 30, so this is the issue of Mind &Heart in which I
always mention The Whitworth Fund. Thank you so much for supporting us this
year. I don't have figures in front of me, but I suspect we need roughly $250,000 in
June to reach our goal. June and December are the two most important months
for giving. When I read through the gift reports, I love seeing your names. It is
especially great to see alumni supporting the college, since this directly affects
our reputation and rankings. So thanks! If you have any questions about giving,
visit www.whitworth.edu or call June Hanson (Institutional Advancement) at
800.532.4668 or 509.777.4343.
ATHLETICS
The Whitworth men's golf team played in the NCAA Division III tournament
for the first time in school history, making the cut and finishing in 23rd place.
Andrew Parrott tied for 19th individually and was named to the All-America first
team by the Golf Coaches Association of America. Steven Johnson, a medalist
at the Northwest Conference tournament in April, also had a solid showing at
nationals, finishing 52nd.
Softball set school records for wins in a season, Northwest Conference wins
in a season and consecutive wins, finishing the year with a 30-6 overall record,
a 25-3 mark in the NWC and a 16-game winning streak late in the season. Four
Pirates were named to the All-NWC first team: infielder Heather Case (for the
third year in a row), outfielder Halley Cey, catcher Lindsay Davis and utility
player Lacey Parry. Despite this incredible season, Whitworth was not chosen to
be one of 17 at-large participants in the 2007 NCAA Division III championship
tournament. Go figure.
Whitubittraaretgain split a season-ending doubleheader with NCAA
DII Central Washington University to finish with a record of 14-25. A pair of
junior transfers, catcher Dan Ramsey and pitcher Chad Flett, were selected to
the All-Northwest Conference second team.
The Pirates competed well at the NCAA Division III Track & Field Champi-
onships. In a pounding rainstorm, Kory Kemp threw the javelin 191'-2" to finish
third in his event, and Emmanuel Bofa finished fourth in the 800-meter run
with a time of 1:54.03, outkicking four other runners in a tight pack down the
stretch. Both Kory and Emmanuel are now NCAA Division ill All-Americans,
based on top-8 finishes in their events. Also competing from Whitworth were
Kristen Dormaier (heptathlon), Brandon Howell (800), Jeff Kintner (shot put),
Ben Spaun (decathlon) and Cody Stelzer (high jump).
The Class of 2007 is one of the best in the history of Whitworth Athletics.
The department recognized five seniors for their outstanding achievement.
Lindsay Davis, a captain of the softball team, set a school record for home runs
in a season (7) and was named Senior Female Athlete of the Year. Bryan Wil-
liams, NWC Player of the Year in men's basketball, was chosen Co-Senior Male
Athlete of the Year along with Niko Varlamos, who retired as the all-time lead-
ing goal scorer in Whitworth men's soccer history. Quarterback Joel Clark and
tight end Michael Allan were honored as co-recipients of the Dennis Spurlock
Award, presented to graduating student-athletes who best represent the qualities
shown by the former Pirate All-America quarterback. Clark finished his career
by setting school records for total offense and passing yardage and touchdowns.
Allan set school records for touchdown receptions (season and career) and was
a consensus Dill All-American. Both were keys to Whitworth's 11-1 NWC
championship season.
ALUMNI
Many of you were recently selected (randomly) to receive an e-mail invita-
tion to participate in an alumni-attitude survey. Thanks for taking the time
to respond with your perceptions and suggestions. We look forward to reporting
on the results and to making improvements to our alumni program based on
your responses.
It's not too late to sign up for Alumni Family Weekend, June 22-24. Visit
www.whitworth.edugamilyweekend for the details. Remember, alumni from
1947-82, as well as Central/Latin America Study Program alumni, will be cel-
ebrating their reunions.
MISCELLANEOUS
Associate Professor Emeritus Evelyn Smith, a mainstay in our religion de-
partment from 1944-81, died May 7 at the age of 92. All of us who knew her
cherish and respect the influence she had on Whitworth. Memorial gifts are
being sent to the Evelyn Smith Scholarship at Whitworth, 300 W. Hawthorne
Road, Spokane, WA 99251.
I hope you're planning to join us July 9-13 for the 32nd annual Whitworth
Institute of Ministry, "Wisdom from the Scriptures, Wisd, in from ra,: Hiders."
This year's program features acclaimed theologians and educitors Eiene Peter-
son, Roberta Hestenes and Earl Palmer, who'll be leading a daily Bible hour and
Convocation hour, afternoon workshops, and evening worship services. Register
online at www.whitworth.edu/wim or by phone at 509.777.4345.
It's the Friday after Commencement, and Bonnie and I are in the air somewhere
between New York City and Atlanta. Memories of last weekend remain strong.
At the senior commissioning service we heard from Karin Heller (Theology)
and Ron Pyle (Communication Studies), voted most influential professors by the
Class of 2007, as they conversed with graduates Janice Line and Mike Novasky.
This service always reminds us that students and faculty members at Whitworth
not only learn from each other but also participate in one another's lives. Over
the years I have listened to seniors refer to paradoxes they experience at the
communion table on the final Friday of their Whitworth lives. They are aware
of how greatly their knowledge has increased, but they have also learned how
little they know. They are aware of the enormous privilege of an education, but
they feel equally the responsibility of using their education to serve those less
privileged. They are aware that the body and blood of Christ make them worthy
before God, but they recognize that only in confessing their unworthiness can
they stand at Christ's table. It is a rich moment when we sense the breath of God
on students we have grown to love. Thank you for all the support with which
you have adorned these graduates as they go forth.
indeart
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
NOVEMBER 2007
You parents should be proud of your children. Halloween is always a bit goofy at our house. Of this year's record number of trick-or-treaters, all but six coul
produced Whitworth I.D. cards. So what do you give a hairy, 20-year-old Mac Hall guy dressed as a fairy princess? The same thing you give 5-year-olds — 2
with lots of sugar. That's what we thought until this year when we had a major inventory snafu and ran out of treats about 100 students too early. We start(
, out everything from hot chocolate to leftovers. And then Bonnie found several large boxes of some kind of miracle fizzy vitamin packets she'd gotten o
you would have thought we were handing out $20 bills. The trick-or-treaters were ecstatic. So what does this mean in the larger scheme of things? I
future is bright. It means tomorrow's leaders are wise enough to know vitamins are better for them than candy, or it means they are smart enough to fake a
when the treat is given to them by the guy who will sign their diplomas. It means, parents, that you have raised your children to be good eaters or good liars. As
November arrives with its attendant darkness, chill and fatigue, Whitworth keeps laughing, and that's a very good thing.
ACADEMICS
We are very pleased to announce a new graduate degree. The faculty, ad-
ministration and board of trustees approved plans for a master of arts degree in
theology. As you would expect, our excellent theology faculty will offer a very
strong academic program, and with the degree there will also be an emphasis
on the practice of spiritual disciplines. We will soon be taking applications,
and classes will begin next summer. For more information, contact Jerry Sittser
(gsittser@whitworth.edu) or Timothy Dolan (tdolan@whitworth.edu.) This is
going to be a great program.
The Fulbright Program recently announced that Whitworth was atop producer
of students who received Fulbright awards in 2007-08. The success of the
top-producing institutions was highlighted in the Oct. 26 print edition of The
Chronicle of Higher Education and in its online edition. Whitworth, which
submitted three applications and had two Fulbright scholars (Leah Silvieus and
Lindsey Kiehn, both '07) selected, is listed in the master's institutions category,
along with 20 other institutions including Mills College, City University of New
York, and Valparaiso University.
Over fall break, faculty devoted a day to discussing Whitworth's mission.
Campus speakers and group discussions helped faculty identify various methods
to integrate Christian faith with academic content in the classroom. I regret
being gone for this discussion, but when I returned to campus two days later,
faculty members were still buzzing about what a good day they'd had.
Without leaving campus, our students are coming to the rescue in Uganda.
Each semester, SGCM Professor Jack Burns' Leadership 350 class raises funds for
a specific project to combat world hunger. On several occasions students have
supported the work of Christian Veterinary Mission. CVM director Kit Flowers
reported on the tangible results of some past student contributions: In Karamoja,
Uganda, between February and August 2005, CVM distributed more than 45 tons
of food to 700 orphans and elderly and disabled adults through the Vulnerable,
In-Need People (VIP) Program, created by our students. That food enabled the
VIPs to survive a severe seven-month drought. How great is it that students are
learning leadership principles in the context of serving the world!
Whitworth Continuing Studies alumni are active in community leadership
development. The current class of Leadership Spokane includes four organiza-
tional- management students or alums: Janmarie Dormady, '08; Kristine Ruggles,
'03; Pam Lake, '06; and Shirene Young, '07.
On Nov. 9-10 we will host "An Emergent Mainline Dialogue: Listening to
Generations Past, Present and Future." This conference will offer local en-
gagement with a national conversation on fresh expressions of church ministry
in a rapidly changing North American culture, and will include four national
leaders in the Emergent Church movement: Tony Jones, Karen Ward, John
Franke and Doug Pagitt. On Nov. 13, Dean Michael Le Roy, '89, will convene
the Dean's Dialogue, at which a faculty panel will discuss religious pluralism and
civility on campus. Visit www.whitworth.eduispeakers&artists for a complete
list of speakers and events.
Black Orpheus, an exhibit featuring a sculptural series by artist Ruben Trejo,
will run Nov. 5-Dec. 7 in the Koehler Gallery. In addition to his exhibit, Trejo
will conduct an artist's residency Nov. 9-13 through Whitworth's Visiting Artists
in Printmaking Program. Trejo's artwork has been influenced by formalism, the
folk traditions of Mexico, and American popular culture.
The Whitworthian placed third nationally in the Four-Year Institution Weekly
Tabloids category at the Associated Collegiate Press/CMA National College
Media Convention in Washington, D.C., last month. We have an amazingly
strong and active student newspaper for a school of our size.
Two Saturdays ago, nearly 30 saxophonists from Spokane's three universities
descended on Whitworth's campus for Saxtoberfest, which featured a recital
by saxophone virtuoso Jay Easton and a concert by the 28-member Spokane
Intercollegiate Saxophone Orchestra. The event was organized and led by
Whitworth's long-time saxophone instructor Sylvia Baker, who will retire at the
end of this academic year.
ENROLLMENT
Due to the generosity of many donors, a number of endowed scholarships
are available to our returning students. The 2008-09 application for endowed
scholarships is now available at www.whitworth.edu/financialaid. The deadline
for students to submit the application is Jan. 31, 2008.
STUDENT LIFE
On Nov. 1, Frisbee maniacs in shorts and T-shirts enjoyed beautiful, brisk,
sunny weather. By the end of the month, the emphasis will likely be on "brisk"
rather than "sunny." Midterms are over, freshmen just got the memo that they
are supposed to study (in the form of midterm grades), and the much-coveted
Frisbee championship will be determined by the end of the week. The Mac Hall
haunted house reported no major injuries, so that's good. And this week will
include a concert in the HUB, a senior roller-skating night, and a Catholic mass
for beginners. ASWU President Scott Donnell reports, "We are getting used to
our new security-card system in the dorms. And if any of our parents read this,
please send cookie$, card$, or anything el$e that would help u$."
Apart from the weather, Parents' Weekend was great. Parents dashed to mini-col-
lege courses, to the theatre production of Antigone, and to the men's and women's
soccer matches (which Whitworth won). It was great having them here. After
students returned from Fall Break, ASWU put on Political Awareness Week,
featuring Washington Secretary of State Sam Reed. Before Thanksgiving, students
can attend the jazz concert, featuring trumpeter Terence Blanchard, and Cultural
Awareness Week activities, beginning with the Soul Food Dinner sponsored by
BSU and ending with the International Banquet. November will conclude with
the student charity fund-raising events Up 'til Dawn and Warren Peace.
RESOURCES
For those of you who get M&H by snail mail, I don't have to remind you that
this is the month when we enclose a return envelope, in hopes that you will
consider making a contribution to The Whitworth Fund. These unrestricted
gifts serve as the foundation of our financial-aid program. It would be great to
have an Ivy League endowment to fund financial aid, but institutions with our
history and mission seldom find themselves in that position; so we rely heavily
on The Whitworth Fund. As we enter November, we're a little behind for this
fiscal year (July 1 to June 30), so it will be immensely helpful if you can include
Whitworth in your calendar-year-end giving plans. If you would rather give online,
just go to www.whitworth.eduigive. Thank you so much!
When Senator Maria Cantwell was on campus three weeks ago, she couldn't
escape the enthusiasm of Trustee Art Symons, who tracked us down during a
campus tour and proclaimed with evangelistic fervor the virtue of the IRA rollover
provision included in the Pension Protection Act. It was great. And Art's right. To
date, Whitworth has received almost $62,000 as direct charitable contributions
from retirement accounts. If you're interested, you have until Dec. 31, 2007, to take
advantage of this opportunity. Please contact Whitworth Foundation Executive
Director Joe Dinnison, 509.777.4363, for more information.
ATHLETICS
Whitworth's golf teams finished second at the Northwest Conference Fall
Classics, setting themselves up to make a run at NWC titles in the spring. Mariesa
Stombaugh shot 165 to finish fifth individually and to lead the Pirate women.
And Jordan Carter's 148 helped the Whitworth men rally from fifth place after
the first day to finish as runners-up.
The men's cross-country team finished third at the Northwest Conference
championship meet behind the outstanding performance of freshman Nick
Gallagher, who earned All-NWC honors with his fourth-place finish. Dusty
Caseria finished 11th to make the All-NWC second team. The Whitworth
women took fifth place, and Jo E Mayer finished 10th to earn second-team All-
NWC honors.
The volleyball team wrapped up its season this week at home against Lewis on the campus switchboard (509.777.1000) and broadcast text/voice messages.
& Clark. Senior Cassie Moore and junior Sarah Rusch have had All-Confer- Go to wwwwhitworth.eduiemergency to sign up to receive emergency text/voice
ence-worthy seasons. messages and to read more about our emergency-response planning.
Women's soccer finished 17-2 and is headed for an at-large berth in the DIII We're grateful to those of you who have signed up to receive this newsletter
playoffs. Wow. Senior Jael Hagerott recently tied the school record for career via e-mail, which helps us save money and trees. Plus, the electronic version
assists, with 26, and senior Greta Thibodeau led the conference in assists this reaches you sooner and has links to more information online. For example, you
season. might have missed the news that Terence Blanchard is the featured guest artist
at the Whitworth Jazz Concert Nov. 10 and that he will also conduct a free jazz
clinic for all students and the general public on Friday, Nov. 9, at 5:15 p.m. (For
information about the concert/clinic, call 509.777.3280. Also, due to generous
support from the Principal Financial Group, all students who attend Friday's
jazz clinic will receive a free ticket to Saturday's concert.) By the time you get
the print version of M&H, it will be too late to attend. To sign up for electronic
delivery, go to www.whitworth.edu/mind&heart.
The Whitworth Wind Symphony will present its fall concert, "Morning Star,"
on Nov. 18 at 3 p.m. in Cowles Auditorium. The concert will feature faculty
Whitworth football won its second consecutive NWC title this weekend
with a hard-fought 10-6 victory over Linfield. The senior-laden defense led all 
pianist Judith Schoepflin in the world premiere of Sinfonietta for Piano and Wind
Symphony, composed by Associate Professor Emeritus of Music Mike Young.
of the NCAA Division III in turnover margin, and the emergence of running You'll also hear Paul Hindemith's,montimental_Symphon in 13-flat and wo,-ks by
back Adam ArkletsenhiriTtlie strong offensiveline of Jeff Kintner, Michael Maslanka, Bernstein, and others. Admission is $5 (freairsruZetriFesiiiors).
Kozad, Kyle Kania, Levi Wyman and Dan Sanders has given the Pirates a new,
but formidable, look this season. Sorry to be so sparse here, but I had this all The Whitworth Concert Band and Jazz Band!! will perform their fall concert
written before the weekend victories that launched us into the playoffs. I'll on Nov. 27 at 8 p.m. in Cowles Auditorium. This concert is always great, and
update you next month! admission is free.
ALUMNI Christmas concerts are coming. Journey to Bethlehem will be presented Dec. 1 at
7 p.m. at First Presbyterian Bellevue; Dec. 2 at 3 p.m. at First Presbyterian Seattle;
and Dec. 7 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 8 at 3 and 7 p.m. at First Presbyterian Spokane.
For tickets, go to www.whitworth.edu/musictickets or call 800.532.4668.
Men's soccer beat Whitman this weekend to earn the school's third NWC
title in the last four seasons. As conference champs, the men, too, are off to
the DIII tournament. Senior Matt Friesen led the team in scoring, and seniors
Brett Kagawa and Ben Dixon have been the anchors of one of the best defenses
in all of NCAA Division III soccer. It has been so exciting watching both the
men's and women's matches this year. I keep asking the players to put teams away
early; it's better for my heart. I guess they like watching us fans anguish before
they rack up a combined record-setting number of victories.
Registration is now open to alumni, parents and friends for our Core 650
study tour of Turkey with Theology Professor Jim Edwards, '67. Next sum-
mer (June 11-24) the group will explore St. Paul's pioneering pathways. Sites will
include Istanbul, the Meander River Delta and Cappadocia. More details are
available at www.whitworth.edu/turkey08.
At this year's Homecoming, the reunions were great, the weather held, and
the Pirates had a big football victory over PLU. The Class of 1997 had nearly
100 alumni at its 10th reunion and nearly as many children. Young Lifers from
every generation gathered in celebration, and the Whitworth Alumni Awards
were given at the annual George E Whitworth Honors Banquet. Distinguished
Alumni Award Winner Richard Cizik, '73, presented a lecture on the Christian
call to stewardship of creation. Look for more from Richard and the other award
winners in the next issue of Whitworth Today.
MISCELLANEOUS
On Oct. 26, to test and refine our emergency-response plan, we completed a
tabletop exercise, involving a pandemic flu scenario, with the Spokane Regional
Health District. The district facilitator gave us high marks, but we still learned
several things we can do to improve our preparations. Future tabletop and live
exercises are planned. One thing for parents to keep in mind is that, in the event
of an emergency, we will keep you informed through our website, e-mail, updates
A magazine writer called a few days ago and asked me what I thought about the
relationship between excellence and leadership. It struck me that too often lead-
ers connect excellence with excess — the biggest, the most, the finest. I wonder
if true excellence might better be connected with elegance, which American
Heritage defines as "refinement, grace and beauty." As we lift up excellence to
our students, I hope they see the highest levels of quality — but quality seasoned
by refinement. I hope we can caution them against falling over that point of
diminishing returns where a commitment to excellence deteriorates into an
excuse for excess. I hope everything about our new building plans reflects refined
excellence rather than trophy excellence. And I hope the way we live and present
Christ's gospel offers the excellence of refinement, grace and beauty rather than
the implicit or explicit bravado of extremism. I hope Whitworth's understanding
of excellence pleases God and makes sense to all of you who make excellence
possible at Whitworth.
md& heart
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
OCTOBER 2007
It's hard to imagine how we could have enjoyed a better September. Much like the weather, our spirits ran warm and bright. With so many students, the campus felt
a little swollen, but the added energy compensates for a few inconveniences. In my line of work, a good September means a lot of bragging opportunities. We tout
our smart new students. Our smart new students call home with glowing reports. It's pretty early for anything to have gone too far wrong, so we're pretty generous in
handing out our bouquets of self-congratulations. However, when we look closely at the bouquets, we find these pesky "grace weeds" choking out the credit we like
to give ourselves. We discover our progress is more about grace than it is about us — grace in the efforts of our predecessors who built this school's foundation; grace
in the generosity of alumni and friends who have provided resources that frame this institution; grace in the enabling sacrifices, love and prayers of the families who
uphold our students; and, always, God's amazing grace. One of the paradoxes we teach these students to embrace is that they alone can achieve their dreams, but
they can't achieve their dreams alone. Their pursuits should be characterized by hard work and humility. Few success stories lack both great effort and unexplainable
grace. This is all to say that we do not take for granted the grace with which you fortify our efforts. You deserve much credit for this fine September.
ACADEMICS
As we cover the globe, the globe comes to us. This fall we welcome 29 new
international students, from France, Germany, Ghana, India, Japan, Kenya,
Mozambique, Northern Ireland, the Philippines, South Korea, Spain, Sweden
and the Ukraine. We also have a number of our students studying abroad, in
Australia, Denmark, France, the Netherlands, South Korea, Spain, Sweden
and the United Kingdom. Notably, Anne Briggs, '09, received a Freeman Asia
Scholarship and a Gilman Scholarship, totaling $10,000, to study in China. In
January, students will study in 13 locations around the world, and in the spring
25 students will travel with the Central America Study Program.
The impact of these international activities endures well beyond gradua-
tion. Last month more than 50 current and former students attended the
first reunion of our South Africa Study Program. Five groups have traveled
since 1994, and the sixth will go in January 2008. Zama Gebede, the retired
South African education professor and Presbyterian leader who traveled with
the group in 2004 and 2006, joined this reunion. The program was founded by
John Yoder (Political Science) and Gordon Jackson (Communication Studies),
and the current faculty leadership includes John, Ron Pyle (Communication
Studies) and Associate Chaplain Andi Saccoccio.
This month our Speakers & Artists program features two alumni in piv-
otal national positions, as well as a well-known human-rights activist from
Central America. We look forward to hearing from Reverend John Owen, '83,
the chaplain of the U.S. Naval Academy; Richard Cizik '73, political director
of the National Association of Evangelicals, speaking on climate-change activ-
ism; and noted Guatemalan poet, theologian and human-rights activist Julia
Esquivel. (Visit www.whitworth.edu/speakers&artists for a complete list of
speakers and events.)
September marked the inaugural Faith, Film and Philosophy Conference.
Co-hosted by Whitworth's Weyerhaeuser Center for Christian Faith & Learning
and Gonzaga's Faith &. Reason Institute, the conference featured Hollywood
producer Ralph Winter (X-Men, several Star Treks, and Fantastic Four), speaking
on "The Storytelling Landscape: the Challenges for a Christian in Hollywood"
to approximately 350 people in Cowles Auditorium. Professors Thomas Hibbs
and Michael Foley gave public lectures at Gonzaga, and a dozen scholars from
around the country delivered and discussed papers on various issues related to
theology, philosophy and film. It was great having Ralph back on campus. He
and Judy used to visit regularly as parents of students Beth, '03, and Ben, '04.
Ralph's opening lecture was powerful, engaging and enlightening — an ideal
kickoff for this annual program.
While construction of the Lied Art Center stays on schedule, the art
faculty stays busy. Faculty members are showing their works in an exhibit
that runs through Oct. 25 in the Fine Arts Gallery. Recent MFA recipient and
Whitworth alum Meagan Stirling, '02, curated the exhibit, which features works
by associate professors of art Gordon Wilson and Scott Kolbo; professors emeriti
Barbara Fib, Pauline Haas and Walter Grosvenor; visiting artist Chris Baskin;
and lecturers and adjunct instructors including Stephen Rue, Meagan Stirling,
Lance Sinnema, '99, and Bradd Skubinna.
And speaking of the arts, the Whitworth Jazz Ensemble, directed by Dan
Keberle, has been chosen to perform at the 2008 Washington Music Educators
All-State Conference, in February. They were one of two university jazz groups
selected from the state through an anonymous audition process. On a similar
note (get it?), the Whitworth Choir, directed by Marc A. Hafso, has been selected
to perform at the 2008 Northwest Divisional Convention of the American
Choral Directors Association, also in February. The invitation to perform at
this prestigious event comes out of a competitive audition before adjudicators
at state and divisional levels.
The Theatre Department will present Bertolt Brecht's interpretation of the
classical Greek play Antigone on Oct. 12, 13, 19, 20 at 8 p.m. and Oct. 14 at 2
p.m. in Cowles Auditorium. As the world groans in the midst of military and
terrorist actions, questions about patriotism and courage rise to the top of our
minds. This classical play, in a modern translation, examines the clash between
loyalty to one's country and loyalty to one's beliefs. This will also be the main-
stage directorial debut of Theatre Instructor Brooke Kiener, '99. Admission: $7
adults; $5 students & seniors.
ENROLLMENT
In 2008, we'll probably need to enroll a smaller freshman class. For that reason,
if you know high-school seniors whose first-choice school is Whitworth, urge
them to apply for early action admission. The deadline is Dec. 1.
STUDENT LIFE
Last week, more than 700 Whitworth students, faculty and staff spent the
morning doing volunteer work for 32 Spokane community sites. Assistant Direc-
tor of Service-Learning Jacob Spaun, '03, says that "Community Building Day is
one way to support and encourage the bonds that exist between Whitworth and
the broader community." The message to both our students and our community
is that we take service seriously. It's just a great way to launch the year.
Intramural volleyball, Ultimate Frisbee, a weekend grass volleyball tournament
and an all-campus Capture the Flag event have kept students out of breath.
Whitworthians have also been entertained by live performances from musicians
Joanna Kunin, Horse Feathers (not to be confused with the Marx brothers' movie)
and Oppenheimer (not to be confused with the mutual fund). Like many faculty
and staff, Bonnie and I entertained student groups. The senior class gathered at
our house for ice cream and fellowship (in that order, I suspect). This is a really
good senior class. They will lead us well this year.
During the second weekend of the new semester, 185 students had the privi-
lege of hearing from Moses Pulei, '97, Whitworth's new theology instructor, at
our annual fall retreat. Moses presented four talks from the Apostle Paul's letter
to the Galatians, and spoke from his own life experience about the centrality
of relationship with Jesus in the contexts of culture, conflict, community and
calling. I remember Moses being a freshman in my freshman year as president.
It's great to have him back.
This is Homecoming Week, featuring the theme "Red and Yellow, Black and
White." Students will compete to raise money for different charities this week.
They will also have daily hall competitions culminating in a formal dinner
Friday night and some kind of twisted election of royalty from off campus and
from each residence hall. On Saturday, both football and soccer are home for
huge contests.
Parents' Weekend is Oct. 19-21. Among the most popular features are the
Saturday-morning classes designed especially for parents who want to learn
from our talented faculty while their children sleep off the exhaustion of Friday
night's efforts to get in their parents' wallets. The classes will be followed by a
lunch preceding our winning men's and women's soccer matches. On Friday and
Saturday night, our theatre department's production of Antigone will be held in
Cowles Auditorium, also the setting of a Sunday-morning worship service where
I'll be speaking. All the information is online on the "Parents" page. Hope you'll
join us!
RESOURCES
Time is running out: The Pension Protection Act of 2006 enables individuals to
donate funds from Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) without paying taxes
on the withdrawal. If you are older than 70 years, six months, you can make a
donation up to $100,000. This opportunity ends Dec. 31. If you want to know
more, please contact The Whitworth Foundation by phone at 509.777.4363 or
800.532.4668, or by e-mail at foundation@whitworth.edu. We've been lob-
bying to make this legislation permanent.
Phonathon has started. We appreciate so much your willingness to talk to our
students. I wouldn't blame you for being in a foul mood about calls from other
people you don't know. I got one yesterday claiming I had filled out an online
form indicating I was interested in receiving a bachelor's degree. Eek. Sixteen
of our well-trained student callers will attempt more than 50,000 phone calls
between now and April, with the goal of securing $210,000-plus for student
scholarships through The Whitworth Fund. Again, thanks in advance to those
of you who accept these calls.
ATHLETICS
The Whitworth football team is off to a 3-1 start, bouncing back with three
straight wins after a season-opening loss. The senior-dominated defense is led by
linebackers Greg Caster and Casey Clifton, while Jay Tully and Ryan Marshall
are all over the defensive backfield as well as returning kicks and, in Jay's case,
receiving passes (including one game-winner with no time left on the clock).
Running backs Chris Ahsing and Adam Anderson have been picking up tough
yards, and quarterback Kory Kemp showed his stuff when he led the Pirates
down the field in the final minute to a winning touchdown on the last play of
the game in a 23-21 win over Wisconsin-Stout.
The Pirate volleyball team is getting into the meat of its Northwest Confer-
ence schedule. Whitworth is 7-7 overall and 2-4 in the NWC, having split the
first two weekends of conference play. Libero Cassie Moore has already broken
school records for aces in a match and digs in a match this season, and she leads
the conference in both categories. Middle hitter Sarah Rusch is among the
national leaders in kills per game.
The Whitworth soccer teams are both off to excellent starts. The women are
8-0 (the best start in school history, breaking the previous record of 5-0 set by
the 1996 and 2003 teams). The Pirates are ranked in the top 10 of both Div. III
polls. Forward Greta Thibodeau leads the Northwest Conference in assists so
far this season with eight.
The men's soccer team is 7-1-1 overall and has won its last seven in a row,
six by shutout. The defensive backfield of Brett Kagawa, Ben Dixon and Ben
Rotert has limited opponents' opportunities, and goalie Scott Barnum stops
whatever does get through.
The cross-country teams look great. Last weekend we watched Whitworth
defeat Gonzaga's men and women at the Bulldogs' own short-course invitational.
Jo E. Mayer won the women's race (leading a top-four finish by Pirate runners),
and Dusty Caseria headed up the men's effort with a second-place individual
finish.
The golf teams have begun fall competition and the men are gunning for their
fourth NWC title in a row. Andrew Parrott and Jordan Carter will lead the effort,
which began with a round of 303 in a season-opening win over Whitman. The
Pirates also fired a round of 298 in the annual Spokane Cup against Gonzaga and
CC of Spokane. The Whitworth women's squad, now up to six members, looks
ready to challenge for the top of the conference after shooting a season-opening
score of 349 at the Spokane Cup. Alicia Bratlien led the way.
ALUMNI
Join alumni, parents and friends for dessert prior to the Whitworth Jazz
Ensemble concert on Saturday, Nov. 10. (See a description of this event in the
Miscellaneous section, below.) Dessert begins at 6:45 p.m., and the cost is $15
(including dessert and concert tickets). Online registration is available.
MISCELLANEOUS
Multi-Grammy-winning trumpeter, jazz and feature-film composer Terence
Blanchard will perform in concert with the Whitworth University Jazz
Ensemble on Saturday, Nov. 10, at 8 p.m. in Cowles Auditorium. Tickets are
$10 and are available at the Whitworth Music Office and through TicketsWest.
corn. Blanchard is one of the biggest names in jazz to come to Whitworth yet!
I find so many great values in today's students. If our -generation can leave
them a decent world to work with, they'll know what to do with it. One of
my favorite characteristics of our current students relates to their attitude
toward our planet. They see environmental stewardship as more of a practi-
cal issue than a political one. With the students as our partners, we have
initiated many sustainability measures. To see 15 intitiatives, as well as our
philosophy of how we care for God's creation, check out this website: www.
whitworth.edu/sustainability. My only bad experience with sustainability
came when I decided that, other than licking my shirt collars, I would enjoy
eating most anything made out of starch. Well, what's true of potatoes is
not necessarily true of the starch-based disposable utensils we've been using
on campus this fall. (I guarantee you that I'm not the only knucklehead
who's tried to munch on that stuff, although I am the only knucklehead to
admit it to 22,000 people.) We take care of the world out of moral duty to
our children and out of respect for its creator. When I was a kid I learned
an important Bible verse: "You are worthy, oh Lord, to receive glory and
honor and power, for you have created all things and for your pleasure they
are and were created." Those of us who work at Whitworth are committed
to pleasing Christ the creator. We believe that happens when we serve our
students by protecting the world he prepared for them. Thanks so much for
your role in that service.
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The Indy 500 begins with the announcement, "Ladies and gentlemen, Start your engines!" and the race begins. I can relate. But we spend two weeks starting
our engines before exploding into the first lap. Whitworth's 118th year is officially under way. One of the parents at Orientation said to me, "Working with these
students must keep you young." I thought she was kidding, but I replied (kindly, I hope), "No, working with students mostly keeps me awake." Come eventide,
the spirit of sleep-deprivation wafts across campus into my house. It's a disease. But the energy that comes with a little sleep shortage is so worth it. This week
we welcomed 535 new freshmen and 95 transfer students. I am really impressed with this group. On paper they are scary smart, but they also seem balanced as
they laugh easily and move warmly among their new friends. They do have this frenzied side that reached fever pitch at Mock Rock on Tuesday night, but that
gave way Wednesday morning to the sobering announcement by their alarm clocks that classes begin now. It's all so good. Please keep all of our students in your
prayers. God has brought them to this place and called us to serve them. I think it's going to be a good year.
ACADEMICS
Retirements and new positions bring us an unusually large class of new
faculty members, including Patty Bruininks (Psychology), Todd Cioffi (The-
ology), Angela Gonzalez (English), Janet Hauck (Library), Walter Hutchens
(School of Global Commerce), Scott Miller (Music), Moses Pulei, '97
(Theology), Lindy Scott (Spanish), Dana Stevens (Education), and Roberta
Wilbum (Education). Visiting faculty members for this academic year include
Chris Baskin (Art), Chris Dalton (History), Kathryn Picanco (Education),
Matthew Roberts (Philosophy), Kim Villalpando (Education), and Joe Vigil,
'93 (Communication Studies).
Through the Whitworth Speakers St Artists Series we import provocative
ideas. September's guests include Episcopal priest, author and activist Paul-
Gordon Chandler, whose lecture is titled "Salaam on Islam: Waging Peace on
Muslims in the Spirit of Christ"; Stanford fellow and internationally known
speaker Dinesh D'Souza, who will discuss "Christianity, Islam and the War on
Terror"; and Greg Lukianoff, of the Foundation for Individual Rights in Educa-
tion, who will present the Constitution Day Lecture, "The First Amendment,
the Private Campus and You." (For a complete list of speakers and events, go
to www.whitworth.edu/speakers&artists.)
Our art department isn't waiting for a new building to showcase its works.
The department's In House exhibit will run Sept.17-Oct. 25 in the Fine Arts
Gallery. The opening receptions with the artists will take place Sept. 18 at
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. In House will feature works by associate professors of art
Gordon Wilson and Scott Kolbo; professors emeriti Barbara Fib, Pauline Haas
and Walter "Spike" Grosvenor; visiting artist Chris Baskin; and several lecturers
and instructors. The exhibited works will showcase media including sculpture,
ceramics, painting, printmaking, graphic design and handmade books.
Our science faculty members spend a good part of their summer engaging
students in sponsored research projects. Here are just a few examples: Biol-
ogy students Paige Claiborne, Ben Moresco and Lisa Parcher worked with
Mike Sardinia, '87, to study the molecular mechanisms underlying memory
acquisition and retrieval. (I'm excited about this because my hippocampus
is deteriorating at a torrid pace.) Chemistry students Chris Fenton and John
Hauck worked under Drew Budner on improving two electrochemical sensors
for the detection of hydrogen peroxide. Joshua Simmons worked with Kamesh
Sankaran (Physics) on a project for the NASA Marshall Space Flight Center to
improve the computational speed of models for plasma thrusters for spacecraft
propulsion. And Jennifer Johnston worked with Kamesh and folks from WSU
on a project for the U.S. Office of Naval Research that could lead to better
understanding of how strong explosions affect materials.
Our students receive many scholarships, but some are especially encourag-
ing. Junior biology major Tovah Kingman's road to becoming a nurse has been
eased significantly by a $26,294 scholarship from the Woodrow Foundation,
administered by US Bank. The scholarship covers tuition and books for the
2007-08 academic year. Kingman says, "This scholarship is an incredible blessing
to my family and me, and I am overwhelmed with gratitude." Robert Hawley,
who is a member of the US Bank group that selects the scholarship recipient
on behalf of the Woodrow Foundation, said, "Tovah was chosen based on her
passion to serve her campus and community, her proven ability to overcome
obstacles, and her overall enthusiasm for life." We could not agree more.
The Whitworth Choir, under the direction of Marc A. Hafso, has received
a coveted invitation to perform at the 2008 Northwest Convention of the
American Choral Directors Association. The conference will take place in
Vancouver, B.C., in February.
ENROLLMENT
Enrollment planning works a little like some family planning. We didn't
plan to have quite this many, but we sure wouldn't want to throw any of
them back. So we begin this year with the largest group of new students in our
history, and we are thrilled to have them all. The mean grade-point average
and SAT score for this class are 3.7 and 1811 (approximately 1210 on the old
scale), respectively.
STUDENT LIFE -"Ms-
Students arrived ready for the Expedition of the Mind and Heart last Saturday.
After they got settled into their new homes, they were greeted with informa-
tion from more than 50 student clubs and organizations. And just when we
thought that history professor (and perennial good sport) Dale Soden couldn't
look any more ridiculous, he tumbled into the orientation skit as Tarzan and
we knew he had reached a new low. But his overview of Whitworth's history
welcomed new students into the rich traditions and deep sacrifices that built
the institution of which they are now important members. Traditiation softly
and gently traditiated the newbees, and the Warren men were victorious in
the annual Mock Rock competition, followed closely by Stewvall (Stewart and
Duvall) women and BJ men. The fieldhouse was packed for this event, and
we're sure that this weekend's Bingo game and the Stewart Lawn Dance will
be at capacity. Outdoor rec is wasting no time in taking advantage of the nice
weather this weekend to take 25 students to raft the North Idaho rapids. Finally,
an Ultimate Frisbee pickup game last Thursday that included more than 100
students would seem to indicate that Whitworth will have a very healthy and
competitive fall intramurals schedule. We're back!
RESOURCES
Here are a few of the many projects we worked on this summer:
The big name change: A ton of people helped make this a reality on July 1.
Some of the more noticeable changes are the east-entrance monument, the
Whitworth University lighted sign, and the lightpole banners. Thanks to Fa-
cilities Services Director Ed Kelly and Communications Director Greg Orwig
for leading the smooth orchestration of this change. Card-access system: We
will soon complete phase one of installing access-card readers in all residence-
hall main entrances and designated secondary entrances, as well as in several
academic buildings and the library. The existing I.D. cards will be replaced with
an access card that has all of the existing functions (meal account, etc.). There
will be growing pains and issues with this system, so we'll need some patience.
Visual-arts center: This project began in late May. The first half of the summer
consisted of demo and utility relocation. The concrete work is almost done,
and the steel framing is scheduled to begin Sept.17. Barring severe weather or
unforeseen circumstances, the roof will be weathertight before Christmas. A link
to photographs of construction progress is available at www.whitworth.ed vab.
Southwest intramurals field: This student-recreation area was seeded on Aug.
30. The seed mix was designed for heavy use and will not be fully established
and "playable" until late spring. We have great facilities-services folks, and
later today Bonnie and I will host them for our annual picnic. At this event we
harvest all of their suggestions on how to make Whitworth a better place, right
after we read a long list of their ideas from last year that we implemented. This
is our 15th picnic, and it's always one of my favorite moments of the year.
When I reported in the last issue on The Whitworth Fund, I did not yet
have overall giving totals for fiscal year '07, which ended June 30. It was a
great year, thanks to many of you. Whitworth received 8,855 separate gifts,
totaling more than $10.5 million. These gifts went to projects as wide-ranging
as student scholarship endowments, our new visual-arts center, the intramu-
rals-field project, campus operations, and the list goes on.... Most of these
gifts were outright cash donations, but quite a few others were bequests and
planned gifts that represent lifelong relationships with Whitworth. Speaking
of lifelong relationships, I'm bummed to be out of town next week when one
of our favorite friends and donors, Lou Livingston, turns 107. Lou will never
be too old to do two things — tease me and flirt with the ladies. Thanks to all
of you for the many ways you choose to support the mission of Whitworth
University. We are blessed, but we also find ourselves in very deep need of
several new facilities. I'll keep you posted.
ATHLETICS
Women's soccer is off to a fabulous start, beating two outstanding teams
in Texas. Freshman Kaylyn Plumb scored the game-winning goal in an upset
of 9th-ranked Trinity University. The Pirates rolled past Texas Lutheran 6-0.
Seniors Jael Hagerott and Greta Thibodeau lead an experienced and talented
team that will be a force to reckon with in the Northwest Conference.
Men's soccer also went to Texas, and while their results weren't quite as
stellar as the women's, they showed signs of coming together as a fine squad.
The Bucs dropped a hard-fought 2-1 decision at 7th-ranked Trinity before
ending in a scoreless draw with Southwestern University. Seniors Ben Dixon
and Skye Henderson provide experience for a mostly new lineup. Speaking of
Skye and Ben, it was great to watch them team up yesterday for a sudden-death
OT goal to beat Canadian powerhouse Simon Fraser.
The volleyball team went to Las Vegas for a tournament and came away
with a solid 3-1 record. Setter Holly Ridings and middle blocker Sarah Rusch
were min' .tournament team. The Pirates look much improved over
200:, 4m. will Ix. —..gh to beat in the NWC this fall.
The cross-country teams are off and running, so to speak. The men may have
their strongest group in several years. Freshman Nick Gallagher took second
place in his first collegiate race at the Whitman Invitational. Sophomore Jo
E. Mayer will lead a deep women's team.
The football Bucs are looking to continue the success of 2006, when the
team finished 11-land advanced to the second round of the NCAA playoffs.
Senior linebacker Casey Clifton, last season's NWC Defensive Player of the
Year, leads a defense that returns eight starters.
Finally, Michael Allan, '07, became the third Pirate to make an NFL team
when he was named to the final 53-man roster of the Kansas City Chiefs. Even
as a tight end, he finished third in the pre-season in receptions for the Chiefs.
Be sure to keep an eye out for Michael on television on Sunday mornings (and
Sunday, Monday and Thursday evenings) this fall.
ALUMNI
Homecoming 2007 is just around the corner, with four major reunions
scheduled Oct. 5-7. Communication studies alumni will gather to celebrate
the service of professors Ingram, Jackson and Pyle, and alumni from 1987 and
1997 expect big turnouts, as well. The '97 group is stoked about the Ultimate
Frisbee Challenge Saturday morning. Perhaps most anticipated is the reunion
to celebrate the 50-year relationship between Young Life and Whitworth. Many
past area directors and leaders plan to attend. The schedule of activities and an
online registration form are available at www.whitworth.edu/homecoming.
We hope to see you Oct. 13 at the annual dessert before Whitworth Theatre's
fall production. This year's play, directed by Theatre Instructor Brooke Kiener,
'99, is Bertolt Brecht's take on the Greek tragedy Antigone. Enjoy a plate full of
sweets and an interesting conversation with Brooke before the play. In a time
of war, questions about patriotism and courage are pushed to the front of our
minds. Antigone, in a modern translation, examines the clash between loyalty
to one's country and loyalty to one's beliefs. Details and online registration can
be found at www.whitworth.edu/alumnievents.
MISCELLANEOUS
This year, U.S. News ranks us No. 3 in its best-values listing and No. 9
on its list of best master's-level universities among 116 institutions in the
17-state Western region. These rankings have encouraged our students and
alumni, but you can't quantify the strength of our mission, faculty or campus
culture, and those factors are especially important in determining whether
Whitworth or any other school is best for a student. It's interesting that the
number of schools refusing to cooperate with the U.S. News ranking survey is
rising. When you unpack the rankings, you find helpful data; but a full quarter
of the score is purely subjective. We'll keep participating in the survey, but we
encourage folks to recognize the limits of putting a number on the ways in
W
Yesterday in opening convocation I tiptoed into the high-risk territory of
trying to explain why we have chosen to be a less restrictive institution than
many Christian universities. I close this newsletter with a quote from that
speech because a) it helps you new parents understand a little more clearly our
Christian identity and why we value our non-Christian students, and b) to be
honest, I'm out of time. As a faculty and staff we do not have specific doctrinal rules
for membership; we do not have specific behavioral rules for membership; we do not
sign a faith statement; rather, in all of our diversity we make a faith statement. We
stand at the cross with a Roman centurion and we declare, "Truly, Jesus Christ is the
son of God." We join in community, believing that the unifying power of the cross
is greater than all the ideas that divide us and all the characteristics that differentiate
us. That belief also deepens our appreciation for students who do not call themselves
Christians. When we walk with those who find true north in a different direction, we
will explore and understand territory closed off to Christians who surround themselves
only with those of like minds. It isn't always easy to be Whitworth, but it is always
good. Thanks for your support and prayers.
Ed. note: See the full transcript of President Robinson's convocation address at
www.whitworth.eduipresidentsoffice under "President's Messages."
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Warm summer greetings from Whitworth University. I've never written that before. From our breakfast nook I can see the brass lettering on our entrance. At first it
looked wrong; now it looks different. Soon it will look natural. Beyond the entrance, the campus glows in the high definition of absolutely stunning summer colors.
We should flip summer vacation with December through February and have classes in these sun-kissed months. And speaking of classes, we're excited for you stu-
dents on the brink of your first year at Whitworth. This is an amazing place. Although most of you will say your farewells with wet eyes and noses (as you should),
you are about to begin a very cool chapter of your life. I went off to college 40 years ago this September. I never quite left. Try not to be tense about getting off to a
"perfect" start. You won't. In 1967, my first day of classes was a Tuesday. It felt like Monday, so I went to the Monday classrooms. I was so dumbstruck by all the new
stuff that I didn't notice I had attended the wrong classes until that afternoon. Make a mental note right now: Classes start on Wednesday. Students, please know
that we have already begun to pray for your time at Whitworth. We pray you will sense God's presence and our joy in helping you grow in mind and heart.
ACADEMICS
Summer gives our faculty time to engage in research, and it gives me space to
catch up on reporting the scholarly activity in which they engage.
The Weyerhaeuser Center Summer Research Fellows are working on proj-
ects that specifically connect Christian faith and academic inquiry: Nadine
Chapman (English): "The Poet's Voice: Linguistic Imagination, Ethics, and
Servant-Leadership Theory" • Jim Hunt (History): "John Muir's 1,000-Mile
Southern Walk in 1867" • Laurie Lamon, '78 (English): "Broken Geography,
A Struggle Between Two Memories: A Study of Contemporary Palestinian
and Israeli Poetry, in Conjunction with Poetry Writing" • Alan Mikkelson, '00
(Communication Studies): "Discussing Religion: Understanding Communicative
Practices Associated with Positive and Negative Interactions"
Faculty Research and Development Committee Summer Research Fellows
include the following: Scott Kolbo (Art) is using printmaking techniques to
create artwork with narratives and characters who comment on human nature.
• Pamela Corpron Parker, '81, (English) is traveling to England to research her
book on literary tourism and British women of letters. • Pete Tucker, '91, (Com-
puter Science) is working on processing punctuated data streams. • Jim Waller
(Psychology) is examining the role of indigenous institutional churches in the
context of genocide and violence. • Kirk Westre (Kinesiology) is researching
a curriculum that connects servant-leadership principles to teaching health
education. • Ginny Whitehouse (Communication Studies) is examining the
influence of celebrity on media coverage of political news stories. • Patrick Van
Inwegen (Political Science) is writing a textbook on revolutions.
Summer development grants are supporting these faculty projects: Nancy
Bunker (Library) is researching the work of early 19th-century women pastors
in eastern Washington. • Brent Edstrom (Music) is writing a book on using
music notation algorithms in the C++ language. • Melissa Sprenkle and Doug
Sugano (English) are collaborating on a textbook for use in courses on literary
criticism. • Adrian Teo (Psychology) is analyzing data from a statewide survey
on behaviors of secondary-school students.
Clearly, Whitworth's faculty members do not restrict their scholarly contribu-
tions to the summer months. Last semester our faculty performed or presented at
the following academic conferences: Philip Baldwin (Music) presented"Orchestra
Essentials: Techniques Every Violinist Must Know" at the American String
Teachers National Conference. • Ben Brody, '97, (Music) was the co-leader of
sacred music at the National Convention of the American Choral Directors'
Association. • Sharon Mowry (Education) and Barb Sanders (Academic Af-
fairs/Education) presented "Improving Math and Science Learning through
Inquiry" at the American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education. • Karla
Morgan (Economics) presented "Trade & Economic Growth: The Role of Trade
Policy and Instability in Developing Countries" at the Allied Social Science
Association. • Pam Parker presented "Harriet Martineau and the English Lake
District" at the British Women Writers' Conference. • Richard Strauch (Music)
conducted the Whitworth Wind Symphony (by invitation) at the Music Educa-
tors National Conference. • Also, last semester Jerry Sittser (Theology) wrote
an article, "Protestant Missionary Biography as Written Icon," for the Christian
▪ Scholar's Review. • And Alan Mikkelson and two co-authors, including Arizona
State University graduate student Colin Hesse, '03, published the second edition
of The Biology of Human Communication.
While we esteem all of the research and peer presentations conducted by
faculty, teaching and learning will always maintain an unrivaled place at the
top of our priorities. The following faculty members were honored by their
peers for excellence in teaching: Academic Challenge Award: Jim McPherson
(Communication Studies) • Academic Mentoring Award: Ginny Whitehouse
(Communication Studies) • Collaborative Teaching Award: Jack Burns (Leader-
ship Studies/SGCM) • Dean's Junior Faculty Award: Adam Neder (Theology)
• Innovative Teaching Award: Pete Tucker
Our adult learners in the Evening Teaching Certification Program presented
an oceanography science festival with activities for grades K-8. They also ran a
very successful environmental-science camp for 35 kindergartners through third-
graders at Manito Park as part of the EPA grant Whitworth is participating in to
promote environmental education. Instructor Kathryn Picanco says the members
of Cohort 5 are well on their way to becoming effective science practitioners.
Whitworth Continuing Studies graduated an excellent class this year, and
among that contingent were many adult learners who demonstrated uncom-
mon courage. Kerni York, '07, is a good example. She began a B.A. in education
in 1995, then took up duties as a stay-at-home mom. In 2001 she was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis, but that didn't stop her from returning to our Evening
Teacher Certification Program in 2005, and she kept going when her husband
was deployed to Germany in 2006. Working full time, fund-raising for the
MS Society, and starting an MS support group at church would have been
way more than enough for most of us, but she continued to pursue her degree.
And last May, I handed her a well-earned, hard-fought-for diploma. "My story
isn't unique," Kerni says. "Every single person in our cohort had life happen
in some fashion, and we were there to lean on each other through the good
times and bad." (Kern's favorite study method? Reading on the treadmill as
she prepared for a half-marathon. Wow.) Congratulations to Kerni and to all
of her Whitworth in the Evening colleagues!
Sonja Carlson, MIM '07, was awarded a scholarship from the Spokane Chapter
of Executive Women International, which is committed to the enhancement of
personal and professional development and community involvement.
Whitworth music students enjoyed another successful year at MusicFest
Northwest. This festival draws musicians of all ages from throughout the North-
west. Gold-medal winners included Keith Peterson, '07 (piano), Maya Lewis,
'10 (flute), Molly Mason, '08 (voice), and the Whitworth Saxophone Quartet:
Nathanael Ankeny, '08, Isaac Dye, '09, Matt Walsh, '08, and Dave Weaver, '08
(reed ensemble). Silver-medals winners were Maya Lewis (flute) and Mollie
McComb, '10 (voice).
ENROLLMENT
A higher percentage of accepted students than we expected will enroll this
fall. We'll have enough beds, classrooms and teachers, but it will be the biggest
freshman class in Whitworth history by roughly 20 students. My first clue that
this would be a super-sized class came when the Whitworth Housing Office folks
asked about the guest room at our house.
STUDENT LIFE
Go Safari will be the theme of orientation for new students coming to the
Whitworth University savannah this fall. I have no idea what this means.
I do know that somehow I will be embarrassed in the orientation skit. I just
hope Orientation Director Dayna Coleman-Jones has me in a role that doesn't
force PETA to come to my defense. Dayna reports that "experienced trail guides
(student leaders) who know how to navigate the veldt and negotiate the vine-
laden forests will meet all new students at 10 a.m. on Sept. 1. Through Sunday
lunch, moms and dads can attend sessions on parenting college students, and
new students will be engaged in orientation activities throughout the first week
of school. A full orientation mailing will arrive early in August, and the full
schedule and student handbook will come online at this same time. See you
soon for a bungle in the jungle!"
Whitworth's strong commitment to service was reflected last spring in campus-
wide programs (including a Spring Break home-construction trip to Tijuana)
and 29 service-learning courses across 15 academic departments. In just that
one semester, Whitworth students devoted more than 5,500 hours to commu-
nity service. Community agencies to which Whitworth students volunteered
their time included the following: Anna Ogden Hall, Christ Kitchen, Corbin
Senior Activity Center, Homework Helpers, Hutton Settlement, Lutheran
Community Services, Second Harvest Inland Northwest, Spokane County
Juvenile Court, Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery, Women's Business Center,
Women's and Children's Free Restaurant World Relief.
RESOURCES
Construction on the Whitworth Visual Arts Center began immediately
after commencement, with the demolition of Lincoln and Beyond halls; may
they rest in peace (or not). The contractor has spent two months removing
and rerouting underground utilities, and crews will pour the first batch of
concrete next week. See photos of the progress on this exciting project at
www.whitworth.edu/vab.
Thanks to a generous gift from Judy and John Scotford, '51, our students will
have a new field for soccer and Ultimate Frisbee. A treeless field is good news
for Ozzie's collarbone and Kimmy's face. Four residences on the southwest corner
of campus were sold and moved (and a fifth burned by our local fire department)
to make room for the new playing field. The fields will be planted before students
return, and now we just need to hold them back until the grass grows. You will
be amazed at the expanded view this project creates for our campus.
It was another great year for The Whitworth Fund, and we are so thankful
to you donc+rs_Ne-rly 90 _individual gifts and more mil.lioriworc
given for fiscal year (with nearly $250,000 received in the month of June).
Unfortunately, our alumni-giving percentage slipped this year, from 25.8 to
23.5. When we're graduating large classes with skinny wallets, it's hard to keep
the percentage up, so anything you alumni can give will really help. Actually,
while I was writing this newsletter I got a great note from a 2004 graduate who
is knee-deep in a University of Wisconsin Ph.D. program. Notably, he and his
wife (also a grad) have been giving faithfully out of their very limited income.
There are many like them who inspire us to be good stewards.
Whitworth friend Bea Thompson recently donated three pieces of rental
property to a charitable trust worth $1 million. The benefits to Bea are that
she avoids capital gains, her net income doubles, she no longer has to manage
rentals, she gets a large tax deduction, and she's able to benefit her other favorite
charities with this trust using The Whitworth Foundation as the trustee. But
the most important part of this gift is that she is able to honor her grandfather,
who taught at Whitworth while it was still a little school in Tacoma, and an aunt
who was an alumna. Everybody wins. If you have an underperforming asset and
you want to help, please contact The Whitworth Foundation at foundation©
whitworth.edu, 509.777.3243 (Spokane) or 800.532.4668 (toll free).
ATHLETICS
The 2007 women's track & field team had the highest cumulative team
grade-point average (3.629) in NCAA Division III!
Ben Spaun, '08, has been named to the Men's 2007 ESPN The Magazine
CoSIDA Academic All-America Track & Field/Cross-Country third team. Ben
is a physics major with a 3.99 GPA. He excelled on the track this season, winning
Northwest Conference titles in the 110-meter high hurdles and the 400 hurdles.
He was also third in the NWC decathlon competition, qualifying for the NCAA
DIII Outdoor Track & Field Championships, where he finished in 9th place.
A Hoopfest team of Whitworth alums known as HappyWifeHappyLife finished
third overall in the open division of the largest three-on-three basketball tour-
nament in the world. This team — Scott Bierlink, Bryan Depew, Gunner Olsen
and Chase Williams — made the semis before losing to the eventual champions.
All but Gunner are former winners of the event. These guys made up for the
team of Dale Soden (History/Weyerhaeuser Center), Ken Pecka (Instructional
Resources), Ron Cohn (ringer) and Airball Robinson (President's Office), which
found itself with a lot of free time on the second day of the tournament.
ALUMNI
As I write, two of our 16 regional summer sendoff events for new students
have already taken place, and the rest are coming up fast. Whitworth staff,
alumni, students and parents will be hosting 10 events in three states between
Aug. 2 and 5. We hope you incoming students will bring your family to one of
these events if there is one in your area, as they are a great way to meet other
local Whitworthians. The complete list of sendoffs can be found on the web at
www.whitworth.edu/alumnievents.
The football Pirates are heading to Southern Cal to take on La Verne on
Saturday, Sept. 16, and I'll be there along with Alumni & Parent Relations
Director Tad Wisenor, '89. Watch for details on a pre-game event.
Final details are coming together for Homecoming Weekend, and your brochure
will be mailed soon. Online registration will begin in mid-August for one of the
biggest Homecomings ever. Reunions for the classes of 1987 and 1997 as well
as for Young Life and the communication studies department are scheduled. In
addition, we'll honor our Heritage Gallery Hall of Fame inductees and Alumni
Award winners. For more info, visit www.whitworth.edu/homecoming.
I begin my 15th year as president of Whitworth with an enormous sense of
privilege. I spent the last two days with dear friends who serve as presidents of
Wake Forest University and Pepperdine University. At a gathering made possible
by a wonderful foundation that has faithfully supported Whitworth, we and
our wives talked about life and work within this unusual calling of university
president. As I listened to these superb leaders of such celebrated schools, I was
reminded of how far Whitworth has to go financially. But I was also fortified in
my belief that as we go about the task of finding resources that will allow us to
provide our students with critically important capital improvements, our most
important task is to stay faithful to our mission of providing each Whitworthian
with an education of mind and heart. And to that I pledge our best efforts. I
trust the peace of Christ will abide with Whitworth this year and with all of
you who read this letter.
